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Ivor Kenny, the late Irish academic, once said that the main problem of Ireland was that failure was 

celebrated, the new and different were hated, and mistrust was perceived as a sign of intelligence. I 

could say the same about Portugal. 

However, such a problem seems to be Universal. Look to the current MIT Media Lab misfortunes (see 

below in Education). The decades long resentment against a new and different Lab that changed the 

rules of University funding, relationships with companies and even among scientific disciplines erupted 

after and well beyond the terrible Epstein incident. Instead of reminding readers of the Lab’s multiple 

accomplishments and its students great projects, the media went after the recent Hype over Reality at 

MIT Open Ag case. 

My research group at NOVA greatly benefitted from our relationship with the Media Lab. I  hope that 

Pattie Maes, the new Chair whom I know well, will solve the current mess. 

Sunday News is a selection of about 20% of the links posted daily by the  Explora 

community. I can add you if you want (need to have a Facebook account). Newcomers 

can check previous Sunday News editions at Explora live.  

Have a Great Sunday  

Antonio Camara 

 

Education  

 
The mess at MIT Media Lab 

MIT Media Lab director resigns after criticism over financial ties to Jeffrey Epstein; 

Would we miss the Media Lab if it were gone? On Joi and MIT;  and Fundraising in 

Academia and the Epstein problem, where a former Dean of Harvard Medical School describes 

his challenges during a (“mere”) $750 million fundraising effort. Finally, an old but still interesting piece 

on MIT Media Lab’s different financing model comes from Philip Greenspun who was predicting the Lab 

demise in 2003 

 

Most interesting and somewhat out of sync on how we prepare and select graduate students in 

Portugal, are these tips to get accepted at MIT Media Lab by a current student 

 

A foundational paper proposing that children should be taught computational thinking 

 

This map lets you plug in your address to see how it’s changed over the past 750 

million years 

 

Food 

How Tech is personalizing your diet 

 

https://www.bbvaopenmind.com/en/articles/the-power-of-creative-freedom-lessons-from-the-mit-media-lab/
https://www.bbvaopenmind.com/en/articles/the-power-of-creative-freedom-lessons-from-the-mit-media-lab/
https://www.kickstarter.com/pages/mitmedialab
https://www.chronicle.com/interactives/201900910-MITmedialab-food-computer?utm_campaign=the_download.unpaid.engagement&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=76755819&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8jXC3GhzkxbPCsLKTOnhCF_KwxMZV1C6T9Gnee8hewFkPI_USRoYU9PYOXvsoqMC-b7cYRdcPNXbFkHwINEGf6vhnT3AE31xuWAHab8uayqOpsy90&_hsmi=76755819&fbclid=IwAR3RMkJcGlKd-4PKjTLRJBlDREoxooUbZYuC8ljrX6T5XOe0hsLbVR_0yw8
https://www.media.mit.edu/people/pattie/overview/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/183536175571026/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/183536175571026/
https://myexplora.live/2018/09/08/explora/#more-10.
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/m-i-t-media-lab-director-resigns-after-criticism-over-n1051116?fbclid=IwAR3QwQzw8KbzPsciXjqLLQ6POfBrpXaY_nZ8yeQYR_Uvcoqcvqz59I_hU-k
https://techcrunch.com/2019/09/08/would-we-miss-the-media-lab-if-it-were-gone/
https://medium.com/@lessig/on-joi-and-mit-3cb422fe5ae7
https://www.statnews.com/2019/09/10/fundraising-academia-epstein-problem/?utm_source=Nature+Briefing&utm_campaign=272f6eaf37-briefing-dy-20190910_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9dfd39373-272f6eaf37-43605361&fbclid=IwAR24345K_qqiM6MXp1tfvv-TbXvhWtql9Znn4nXHUHqzlA3t6Uo0J__htBI
https://www.statnews.com/2019/09/10/fundraising-academia-epstein-problem/?utm_source=Nature+Briefing&utm_campaign=272f6eaf37-briefing-dy-20190910_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9dfd39373-272f6eaf37-43605361&fbclid=IwAR24345K_qqiM6MXp1tfvv-TbXvhWtql9Znn4nXHUHqzlA3t6Uo0J__htBI
https://philip.greenspun.com/blog/2003/04/17/?fbclid=IwAR0MSPuTon5BHgu4xeXQgAx7vGXtsmKtbGf9JCA5Z0j0uNDhpk5k7HjVa7Y
https://philip.greenspun.com/blog/2003/04/17/?fbclid=IwAR0MSPuTon5BHgu4xeXQgAx7vGXtsmKtbGf9JCA5Z0j0uNDhpk5k7HjVa7Y
https://www.quora.com/What-are-the-most-important-tips-for-getting-accepted-in-MIT-Media-Lab-What-is-the-minimum-GPA-required-and-on-what-criteria-are-applications-filtered-What-is-the-most-important-thing-expected-of-a-potential-graduate-student?fbclid=IwAR18VbQ9KQbZYv-icNrX-xVELblEC1rtzJcAg6kgwrNIWVGZIfqg_Z2eC4o
https://www.cs.cmu.edu/~15110-s13/Wing06-ct.pdf?utm_campaign=the_algorithm.unpaid.engagement&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=76813461&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--s61_1ru7gI-YOwMXMvVYTqGOQ2vtB56j93F4bwhCoFy9BSWtphzKNqCWVTierD_lP834mbPAcdyIcaSw6VLafOSmWMzWK1KWBGQoGHWOo9LLiluA&_hsmi=76813461
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/map-lets-you-plug-your-address-see-how-neighborhood-has-changed-over-past-750-million-years-180971507/#Vr1lc8l46GKP5QhC.99
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/map-lets-you-plug-your-address-see-how-neighborhood-has-changed-over-past-750-million-years-180971507/#Vr1lc8l46GKP5QhC.99
https://www.cbinsights.com/research/personalized-nutrition-wellness/?utm_source=CB+Insights+Newsletter&utm_campaign=a7237675dd-newsletter_general_Tues_20190910&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9dc0513989-a7237675dd-86626761&fbclid=IwAR2G9an-qpJY6apsfG4nIqGOTy4G-zQTXgPChZqUon2sNjUExN5MSWeQrws


 
Ooni Karu - a powerful portable wood-fired pizza oven. Great product; educational 

Kickstarter campaign 

 

Mobility 

Try out this interactive simulation, courtesy of the Washington Post, and experience for yourself 

how an autonomous car works 

 

Toronto case shows that bike lanes are good for business 

 

Jeff Dahn (works primarily for Tesla) claims that new batteries could last 1 million miles 

 

 
Flying taxis are taking off 

 

Cities, Nature and Clean Tech  
“Macroeconomists used to think about the world by tallying up quantifiable stuff: capital, labor, natural 

resources. They weren’t sure how to account for ideas. But Mr. (Paul) Romer, in a seminal 1990 paper, 

showed that ideas were central to progress. His model of economic growth incorporating them enabled 

economists to ask entirely new questions about the modern “knowledge economy”: Where do ideas 

come from? How do they spread? Why are cities such hotbeds for creating them? By the late eighties, 

Mr. Romer was sure that cities were the urgent subject of the 21st century.”  

Emily Badger, New York Times  

 

This building produces twice the energy it consumes, and it’s the future 

 

Canine brains vary based on breed 

 

What is the circular economy? Here’s a visual explanation 

 

How to discuss climate change with friends and family 

 

Hello from the Year 2050. we avoided the worst of climate change — but everything is 

different, a Time magazine special 

 

Developing new companies  

Fractionalizing home equity 

 

A great piece on the We Work IPO: “Valuation is a bridge between stories and numbers, and for 

young companies, it is the story that drives the numbers, rather than the other way around” 

 

https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/tapaninaho/ooni-karu-a-game-changing-portable-wood-fired-pizza-oven?fbclid=IwAR0Sn0cjnYPMOcEN-ky_EtBZPnN1YnWbandDqxOkYqfLxPRh8oafsN1_BX4
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/business/how-does-an-autonomous-car-work/?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWVdGa1pUSXpNREl6WmpNMSIsInQiOiJIZmxcL3cwTW5Ga0hVS2lBU0JxZDYxVndzWFVIRE1oMHRuazByRHVUa0lTU3hsKzc4YnVjUkJOYnZHV3ZSc214R0s0UDVKc2gyNFQ2dHp5QVBZUkpuRnhqOWZKQzk4Zm00SXpoZG5LU0xKa3lLYVh3bXJMbFk5TFpHbEJUY1pDa1EifQ%3D%3D&utm_campaign=awareness&utm_content=20190913%20econ%20nl&utm_medium=email&utm_source=topic%20optin
https://medium.com/sidewalk-talk/the-latest-evidence-that-bike-lanes-are-good-for-business-f3a99cda9b80
https://cleantechnica.com/2019/09/09/jeff-dahn-claims-new-pouch-cells-could-be-good-for-1-million-miles/?fbclid=IwAR299Rc78K2huaQqpVomwADWE0Gs6L-OslSa3hKgbORy6Zc96yk0kxPLPvM
https://www.economist.com/science-and-technology/2019/09/14/flying-taxis-are-taking-off-to-whisk-people-around-cities?cid1=cust/ednew/n/bl/n/2019/09/12n/owned/n/n/nwl/n/n/EU/307494/n
https://www.fastcompany.com/90400340/this-building-produces-twice-the-energy-it-consumes-and-its-the-future?partner=rss&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=rss+fastcompany&utm_content=rss&fbclid=IwAR3W9YaNl0u0Jdf8iFO4mf1_eLG4r_5Ta-fYNmeR0vbxQWScyFxfuW4gt2c
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2019/09/harvard-researcher-finds-canine-brains-vary-based-on-breed/?fbclid=IwAR02f9K1d4NreQnQ-jTN3jOZXBqAiOK_we1cAYuSvClD0ohYfM3SW1-Adx8
https://www.fastcompany.com/90400900/what-is-the-circular-economy-this-machine-perfectly-visualizes-the-buzzword?partner=rss&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=rss+fastcompany&utm_content=rss&fbclid=IwAR0eMIu0846gHv2e5VezqlVR87VwptrPIDPKjFlExsU7_O09gWNUsIF27og
https://medium.com/@endersnathan/how-to-discuss-climate-change-w-family-friends-4e854515981c
https://time.com/5669022/climate-change-2050/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=the-brief-climate2050&utm_content=20190914&fbclid=IwAR35kV7WfmHcl-kHf-_ogX2TCsxktf45oLj9MzCOjIZh7th6t237ZA0gExM
https://time.com/5669022/climate-change-2050/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=the-brief-climate2050&utm_content=20190914&fbclid=IwAR35kV7WfmHcl-kHf-_ogX2TCsxktf45oLj9MzCOjIZh7th6t237ZA0gExM
https://avc.com/2019/09/fractionalizing-home-equity/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+AVc+%28A+VC%29
https://aswathdamodaran.blogspot.com/2019/09/runaway-story-or-meltdown-in-motion.html?fbclid=IwAR3UL9evbslTTjmhCuPK_AaeYhIyBJlzi0Wmrn8QJGE_y9j9bJ0TIE59hYI


Balancing game economies: an art and a science 
 

Top 10 innovative lawyers 

 

The best product design of 2019 

 

The future according to YCombinator 

 

Europe’s product management problem 

 

8 reasons why China is the most fascinating tech market in the world 

 

AR/VR/AI/ Quantum Computing (DARQ) 

“I love you Lisbon guys…”  SciFi writer Bruce Sterling (that inspired Matrix)  

Historic video on the first commercial AR event: the “2010  Auggies Unplugged”. YDreams won the first 

Auggies (the non-official Oscar for AR) with the demo shown at 59.57". Later, we implemented a 

pioneer case at LA Staples Center Nike store for the NBA All Star Weekend in 2011. The relevance of our 

demo is that it set the foundations for the future AR/AI based computing that is now becoming possible 

with depth sensing and new chips as offered by iPhone 11. This video comparing the iPhone in 2009 

with iPhone 11 shows how much progress was made in the last 10 years in the supporting hardware and 

software infrastructure 

 

Daqri: another high-flying, heavily funded AR headset startup is shutting down. But there 

are new exciting kids on the block: ColorChip introduces an ultra-compact RGB pico-

projector for SmartGlasses applications 
 

Dallas Cowboys interactive MUPI became viral 

 

Shazam for Art 

 

Sonic branding 
 

An update on concerts in VR — progress, but not perfection 

 

 
Robot priests 

 

Printed electronics 

Ynvisible delivers electrochromic displays to a globally leading diagnostics company 
 

Print you own speakers 

 

MIT created color-changing ink that can be reprogrammed with light to show different 

images 

https://venturebeat.com/2019/09/14/balancing-game-economies-is-an-art-and-a-science/?fbclid=IwAR3vHfwEfQGIv17_N1d61wcf8Il81jGmwWf7R8OB8PXK5tgdbiW6R1gpLVQ
https://amp.ft.com/content/a22c65bc-b2df-11e9-8cb2-799a3a8cf37b?__twitter_impression=true&fbclid=IwAR0K-dSUoBeOESQ036FRRNDjuBb9uNFkynKkf3gIPU8wMkVNTvagSNalx-0
https://www.fastcompany.com/90386278/innovation-by-design-2019-products-finalists?fbclid=IwAR19wifyoBxWjC_pRygoKehTSjaSeOOkG2i5jj8EONn7SH6-4Vpwgw4M0GI
https://www.cbinsights.com/research/y-combinator-investments/?utm_source=CB+Insights+Newsletter&utm_campaign=de3fb7e006-newsletter_general_Thurs_20190912&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9dc0513989-de3fb7e006-86626761&fbclid=IwAR3FNRESUVgHX-EG36DmDbVW-7bFTRQL4tM3i51xu9ADtLck0EsBjdBsVCc
https://medium.com/atomico/europes-product-management-problem-9061bc71dc99
https://medium.com/@efeng/8-reasons-why-china-is-the-most-fascinating-tech-market-in-the-world-96cad9c426fb
https://vimeo.com/22942845/description?fbclid=IwAR17LqgRRuKJlxTUwjfCT9UchbPwNtdclcjb42VGIJII7bErSsuO-cGTBcs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eM_cv3blX_w
https://twitter.com/comogard/status/1171959670442987521?fbclid=IwAR0HxWqYmtx22MamYwcma3oyNovza6RhFMmdrzyrL0tnZJt63lMmQgiWt8k
https://techcrunch.com/2019/09/12/another-high-flying-heavily-funded-ar-headset-startup-is-shutting-down/
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/colorchip-introduces-ultra-compact-rgb-173100025.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly90LmNvL2ZRQWdiMVN3YVc_YW1wPTE&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAANDy3zpxxN1o9jr6iEsOBbGnkuK3Oyod4o3exBE5uZDBXkKxToGabBbgaLb3Ni92_tPD8J7r_tB4yoe4pdLavq1ZhZkErCdHeZhTVMcs6ljCbfanc3hJ4MUpLn4tKJYuDSCSRyX1mKGeUH4_3BxceZdZjZFgOMa6RmTAASQ5tjLc
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/colorchip-introduces-ultra-compact-rgb-173100025.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly90LmNvL2ZRQWdiMVN3YVc_YW1wPTE&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAANDy3zpxxN1o9jr6iEsOBbGnkuK3Oyod4o3exBE5uZDBXkKxToGabBbgaLb3Ni92_tPD8J7r_tB4yoe4pdLavq1ZhZkErCdHeZhTVMcs6ljCbfanc3hJ4MUpLn4tKJYuDSCSRyX1mKGeUH4_3BxceZdZjZFgOMa6RmTAASQ5tjLc
https://twitter.com/DCBlueStar/status/1171161625094762501?fbclid=IwAR3QPtRzDmpGgkWX74tCOP76pIY2X_ckPY1989lA82j3eTkzeAvwsAa_LFk
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/11/arts/design/smartphone-art-app.html?utm_campaign=the_download.unpaid.engagement&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=76755819&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8jXC3GhzkxbPCsLKTOnhCF_KwxMZV1C6T9Gnee8hewFkPI_USRoYU9PYOXvsoqMC-b7cYRdcPNXbFkHwINEGf6vhnT3AE31xuWAHab8uayqOpsy90&_hsmi=76755819&fbclid=IwAR0PCYV4uZFnPkDUc5pAuspxE7GZOqJy_L8q90WyqQkx0kUU3RfFllFTE7s
https://fortune.com/2019/09/07/sonic-branding-logo-audio-sound-mastercard/?utm_source=CB+Insights+Newsletter&utm_campaign=718528a226-newsletter_general_Wed_20190911&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9dc0513989-718528a226-86626761&fbclid=IwAR0jMV2kQBNNTovRbNpRAc8Duhoe7Wp0jDuKYKP7lXZtwPcAkoDvBUQRWUA
https://medium.com/@amylameyer/an-update-on-concerts-in-vr-progress-but-not-perfection-e3fc6772a7a7
https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/2019/9/9/20851753/ai-religion-robot-priest-mindar-buddhism-christianity?fbclid=IwAR247arywGKmiWpO_iuvyK3-YYhIt39iiLifsZOZ1DegWl73LeX_JA2VLGg
https://www.marketscreener.com/YNVISIBLE-INTERACTIVE-INC-55763924/news/Ynvisible-Delivers-Electrochromic-Displays-to-a-Globally-Leading-Diagnostics-Company-29196395/
https://www.advancedsciencenews.com/printed-electronics-print-your-own-speakers/?fbclid=IwAR0XnMbvezSw3hBg98fKuVEkV8e-N0nSQ-L_PFp9sYC7JN925lShaRu5D0Q
https://gizmodo.com/mit-created-color-changing-ink-that-can-be-reprogrammed-1838007100?utm_campaign=the_download.unpaid.engagement&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=76699924&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--E3twxe7ZQ3eJ_vItr0SHoR9dK_YAk8OOGJldCChkV9B_vNyPHjJKwjHEvu3W5dSIlnDwCQDYOqjgEWaLjGzTD31Gy9ScHo5liqMNXij4Yl-3kSx8&_hsmi=76699924&fbclid=IwAR1HnDuq2uEHA2bFdj9BamEMxZlYdwZ3EklHBYWqodVXaq2E6vvo_RG3hqg
https://gizmodo.com/mit-created-color-changing-ink-that-can-be-reprogrammed-1838007100?utm_campaign=the_download.unpaid.engagement&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=76699924&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--E3twxe7ZQ3eJ_vItr0SHoR9dK_YAk8OOGJldCChkV9B_vNyPHjJKwjHEvu3W5dSIlnDwCQDYOqjgEWaLjGzTD31Gy9ScHo5liqMNXij4Yl-3kSx8&_hsmi=76699924&fbclid=IwAR1HnDuq2uEHA2bFdj9BamEMxZlYdwZ3EklHBYWqodVXaq2E6vvo_RG3hqg


 

MIT engineers develop multi-material fiber “ink” for 3-D-printed devices 
 

Far out 
@JohnCleese 

Nice moment at the theatre in Innsbruck last night...Just before I went on, I asked a stage manager " Will 

this audience know me better from Monty Python or Fawlty Towers? "He replied "I don't know. I've 

never heard of you " 

 

On aging: two books on achieving a longer health-span; “old age” is made up 

 

How do farmers make money on corn? By charging to shoot It from a cannon 

 

What is like to take a mini horse in an airplane 

 

A cyborg magician explains why she implanted 26 microchips and magnets in her body 

 

How a video game is getting its players to re-think Brexit 

 

 
The hills are alive with the sound of money 

 

 
This amazing 2D cafe In Japan looks like it’s straight out of a comic book 

 

 

http://news.mit.edu/2019/fiber-3-d-print-electronics-0912?fbclid=IwAR0pe0jWieXImqWEC8DpgKidkzIAn34165IX8gOWJXn0WvJCjxKtpZp9ifM
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-02667-5?utm_source=Nature+Briefing&utm_campaign=065321b2c7-briefing-dy-20190910&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9dfd39373-065321b2c7-43605361&fbclid=IwAR2li0R_V32zYZ7woFjHAuI66KIP2CKVNtcBb-zOjV-eEdmhbqjxZqIc0aI
https://www.technologyreview.com/s/614155/old-age-is-made-upand-this-concept-is-hurting-everyone/?fbclid=IwAR0wM4n3UR2Rz8qp1PNe9lGX3KcLqQu_Zm2W5RpabqA5taENGAiI-Cb10og
https://www.wsj.com/articles/how-do-farmers-make-money-on-corn-by-charging-to-shoot-it-from-a-cannon-11568129784?fbclid=IwAR1eIhDOzFfFwiAep_ZY1jpTb1vFU7ipASZOglfzFCOCnIH4SzZ1dA8j-PE
https://www.vox.com/the-goods/2019/8/30/20838400/mini-horse-service-animal-policy-advocacy?fbclid=IwAR1sfRP1tdbIG1-qgD3gUwaHxrcT3POYPdJZ-STuB1jy8Zf-fSfuvB6uelw
https://www.statnews.com/2019/09/06/a-cyborg-magician-explains-why-she-implanted-26-microchips-and-magnets-in-her-body/?fbclid=IwAR0a9pTKcJXHNTWYibajcsumQEw3qqELyWPu2O5oSwr-D7waxJTSl7w-Vzw
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2019/09/10/how-video-game-is-getting-its-players-rethink-brexit/?utm_campaign=718528a226-newsletter_general_Wed_20190911&utm_medium=email&utm_source=CB%20Insights%20Newsletter
https://theoutline.com/post/7929/the-square-credit-card-reader-sound-is-dissonant-and-terrifying?zd=2&zi=ez6zy4go&fbclid=IwAR0ofOmcVPEfsKUkMfEUGJzW7HdYKAjFwbwiC_w7MjWuOAgQa5oQFVQXID4
https://www.demilked.com/2d-cafe-tokyo/

