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NOVA SBE campus 

MIT combines research and teaching in the frontier, fun, a high-quality environment, and an industry 

orientation. It has also a pervasive skunkworks mindset present in many courses that became famous 

such as How To Make Almost Anything and the exceptional Product Engineering Processes, a high 

quality standard setter (read about this year’s edition here).  

 

In Portugal, we have been moving in this direction. But there are still significant differences. Twenty 

percent of MIT professors start their own companies.  Almost half of the students invest in the stock 

market. Both percentages at NOVA (and probably all Portuguese Universities) will be in the order of 2% 

at the most. 

 

Sunday News is a selection of about 20% of the links posted daily by the  Explora 

community. I can add you if you want (need to have a Facebook account). Newcomers 

can check previous Sunday News editions at Explora live.  

Have a Great Sunday  

Antonio Camara 

 

Education  

MIT economists Esther Duflo and Abhijit Banerjee win Nobel Prize. You can download their 

book “Poor Economics” here and visit The Poverty Lab here 

 

First paper to link CO2 and global warming, by Eunice Foote (1856) 
 

The structure of DNA, another classic paper made available by Nature. 

 

Social impact bonds. A great idea to help innovative educational (and other social) programs such as 

Projecto Darte 

 

Mobility 

 
Torrot’s electric scooter (actually motor bike)/car 

 

Uber adds electric mopeds to its transport options, starting in Paris (via Svante Liljevall) 

 

Wheels raises $50 million for e-bikes focused on safety and durability 
 

James Dyson killed his electric car dream. Fortune should interview Matteo Maestri, that 

successfully developed Estrima, with a very small fraction of the  2.5 billion dollars burned by Dyson 

http://fab.cba.mit.edu/classes/MAS.863/
http://web.mit.edu/2.009/www/index.html?fbclid=IwAR2X50cOtjECVfnFzXy65vhG_gK48tXoEyRubUs8GOml_qrqMuZtXkvvZuw
http://web.mit.edu/spotlight/2009-build-challenge/#main
https://www.facebook.com/groups/183536175571026/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/183536175571026/
https://myexplora.live/2018/09/08/explora/#more-10.
http://news.mit.edu/2019/esther-duflo-abhijit-banerjee-win-2019-nobel-prize-economics-1014?fbclid=IwAR2ATBwa-B3UTtJhK-U_zzKoDfTHYqWs8pASJWYItg8puLHltmDeD3PvlT4
https://www.academia.edu/8579777/Abhijit_Banerjee_Esther_Duflo_Poor_Economics_A_Radical_Rethinking_of_the_Way_to_Fight_Global_Poverty_2011?fbclid=IwAR0bMXolWuoMLCcN4Z-Zj6zq-sn6ry4sKqJVt7kVxxsRaXHWpg-qmpTVpko
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2010/05/17/the-poverty-lab?utm_source=Nature+Briefing&utm_campaign=c115c36771-briefing-dy-20191014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9dfd39373-c115c36771-43605361&fbclid=IwAR1t14YlZmt62gc4vPPtsRPSqLAmP_tZhwyOay4HrX5D9mZL143evoQxSGQ
https://publicdomainreview.org/collections/first-paper-to-link-co2-and-global-warming-by-eunice-foote-1856/?fbclid=IwAR0Nozv0jq3784vRpyjk0BKGLl_f0EmyBrFkMv4AZBTSlWg0ckhKoszQqGg
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-02554-z?utm_source=Nature+Briefing&utm_campaign=c115c36771-briefing-dy-20191014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9dfd39373-c115c36771-43605361&fbclid=IwAR3nLxWfugKRS3JNvlH3ah5BbTTTEDSnqVN4RuhQH7ZaiIs9_P0HPfZjgis
https://inovacaosocial.portugal2020.pt/en/financing/social-impact-bonds/
https://www.projectodarte.pt/
https://electrek.co/2018/11/09/torrot-velocipedo/
https://venturebeat.com/2019/10/16/uber-adds-electric-mopeds-to-its-transport-options-starting-in-paris/?utm_medium=40digest.intl.rank&utm_source=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=campaign
https://venturebeat.com/2019/10/15/wheels-raises-50-million-for-ebikes-focused-on-safety-and-durability/?utm_source=CB+Insights+Newsletter&utm_campaign=6809760446-newsletter_general_Wed_20191016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9dc0513989-6809760446-93452181
https://fortune.com/longform/james-dyson-electric-car-appliances/?fbclid=IwAR0R9BL3ZrB5Z0H2yQJLSD7irOCc4MP0HNTNDCsl5UxwNmR1akW-2Uroe70
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aeIYPbQ4q1I
https://www.estrima.com/en/


 

Cities, Nature and Clean Tech  

What makes a city great? Vibrancy. See also the World’s top 10 cities in 2035 

 

Whales ‘whisper’ to keep young safe near predators~ 

 

Cows painted with zebra-like striping can avoid biting fly attack. 
Cows also need friends to be happy 

 

 
Researchers “translate” bat talk. Turns out, they argue—a lot 

 

The 'blob': zoo showcases slime mold with 720 sexes that can heal itself in minutes 

 

Total immersion: re-imagining the Ocean 

 

Sustainable and beautiful wood surfboards from the Azores  

 

'Ultimate gift to future generations': plan to laser map all land on Earth.  See also 

The state of Earth Observation 

 

Carlsberg unveils World’s first paper beer bottle 

 

Frequent flyers should pay more not less for their travels 

 

The delusion and danger of infinite economic growth 

 

Developing new companies  
@ljin18 

“In the next few years, we'll see more large communities moving off major social platforms where they 

originated + setting up their own independent properties, with built-in direct monetization models.  This 

is a fascinating example of the Passion Economy at work. See thread”   

Coming soon … a promising Portuguese Passion Economy Co-Op called YouNeedMore (Fun) for what we 

should be passionate about  

 

How raising a $2+M seed round really, actually went  

 

 
The American Dream Mall is the next step in the evolution of retail 

 

Legal systems very different from ours 

 

Facebook’s all-hands leak, Facebook versus Warren, Zuckerberg’s culture (interesting; via 

Luis Camara). Read also Fred Wilson’s excellent piece on Zuckerberg’s “Fifth Estate” speech 

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/614515/what-makes-a-city-great-a-new-way-to-look-at-urban-data-will-give-us-clues/?utm_source=newsletters&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=the_download.unpaid.engagement&fbclid=IwAR1TBCD1aEu79BEr9T0KcgJev03ljxLxUuaciNvemfVFRZa7GbP6Nwvx-5w
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/top-10-cities/?fbclid=IwAR22GCqKAuX-d0M_Dgn4JWJr-gO1P_fJI_spXXfdXwPLK9yR0UBHG43SaLo
https://www.scmp.com/news/world/europe/article/3032085/whales-whisper-keep-young-safe-near-predators?fbclid=IwAR1j2CTG41F3ebcnAeB_bhYwZA-SSFVwK96Z4H7kmzOx-rhm-Ue7qSyJbS8
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0223447&fbclid=IwAR2P9WOo65S0ScesoLMNZUs4PNbNnfNeWfzDRUgG6mnXvPUQkZ5eaq4ZLxc
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/11/bovine-friends-forever/598417/?fbclid=IwAR3aKQ88Ci6OSUJmOU5iYlcWfW9M_B6Ms76Ub3f36UXwcETXuiXNVuqge5M
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/researchers-translate-bat-talk-and-they-argue-lot-180961564/#1FIgUbS6EkKjkHGj.99
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/oct/17/the-blob-zoo-unveils-baffling-new-organism-with-720-sexes?fbclid=IwAR2EEh7kRz4Yrn-wuPdmqhnpzcEtgdMmQEzxk79yvQEzDWXLF3YfoQKNapU
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-03050-0?utm_source=Nature+Briefing&utm_campaign=dcd97ad275-briefing-dy-20191015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9dfd39373-dcd97ad275-43605361&fbclid=IwAR03W9lEq4OrZgPT2xfY2E7u_56k4WgMzO2JKJtYuBka9yZY292pV2G15C4
http://breklim.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2019/oct/11/ultimate-gift-to-future-generations-plan-to-laser-map-all-land-on-earth?fbclid=IwAR3-1lJ-QVuJDam-V3RdP963s42gxd8G7GVMnPewzzPuUZCbcAgGscEj4NY
https://medium.com/astraeaearth/the-state-of-eo-bd24908e722a
https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/2019/10/carlsberg-unveils-worlds-first-paper-beer-bottle/?fbclid=IwAR3iuAs6PePP1UEvBQKiJaLa9ozyKcyqn1oiWaAVAITkVLMZEeZxHxM2fik
https://qz.com/co/2770192/frequent-flyers-should-pay-more-not-less-for-their-travel/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=daily-brief&fbclid=IwAR2p9lvnCV0NVteVG8iz_wOV1g4FWCCse2H7Wlf6HfRKgiB0Lh1Ju_JZOeA
https://newrepublic.com/article/155214/delusion-danger-infinite-economic-growth?utm_medium=email&utm_source=topic+optin&utm_campaign=awareness&utm_content=20191018+econ+nl&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTmpnNE9UZGlNelU0WlRBMyIsInQiOiJlWUlHU2UwUEd6QnNROHhMY1lzR3F5M1ppWTZGYzgxV0FBQ2I2K3prZzdkZElJK25Lb3lTMkxHeEpoSnVyNjY0enZcL0p3M1RZUXFZOWN3dzNSeUo1QnFabE1hM1lLTnlcLzFGVENsSkVrMHR5ME9PaWxqYW9VdlJlUkZkb0dpMjlsIn0%3D&fbclid=IwAR2zWBy1xNCVVgfKYxNLdYRjs8_p2s4Z_W1slNJeban7At3TvB-vNq6j3A0
https://twitter.com/ljin18/status/1185271777838034944
https://medium.com/techstars/how-raising-a-2-m-seed-round-really-actually-went-b1c53ff9096a
https://www.forbes.com/sites/richardkestenbaum/2019/10/11/american-dream-mall-is-the-next-step-in-the-evolution-of-retail/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily-dozen&cdlcid=5d127e7f1802c8c52434434d&fbclid=IwAR0KpKaEaAuEB1DOD7HHaiH5rxy_2dTywcxb0RDYcZgCE8LieRxS1sOWAh4#2cce45645256
https://www.amazon.com/Legal-Systems-Very-Different-Ours/dp/1793386722/?fbclid=IwAR3rYAk21XXZmnCokZ1A7dl75kJLS0Mn6PICTJuj1e2mPkJFFrTTdyRQF2s
https://stratechery.com/2019/facebooks-all-hands-leak-facebook-versus-warren-zuckerbergs-culture/?utm_source=Memberful&utm_campaign=b93cbe30bf-daily_update_2019_10_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d4c7fece27-b93cbe30bf-111187477&fbclid=IwAR0_kj5S3OJrIUTYrGjxOSjVjrsHwvECZOTNQcAHYYRoMiImwNnK3hRsqk4
https://avc.com/2019/10/the-fifth-estate/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+AVc+%28A+VC%29


 

The business value of design (via Margarida Guerra) 

 

 
Jeff Bezos’s  Master Plan 

 

AR/VR/AI/Quantum Computing (DARQ)/IoT 

 
 

Art and augmented reality at Adobe’s Festival of the Impossible 

 

AR Cloud and Dallas Cowboys (via James Dubec) 

 

AR flip screen and Nike shoes 

 

How to stop the abuse of location data 

 

Gymnastics’ latest twist? Robot judges that see everything 

 

Can you make AI fairer than a judge? Play our courtroom game 

 

 
Trends revolutionizing games 

 

See also an  extended summary of the legendary Theory of Fun for Game Design, and 

How designers engineer luck into video games 

 

How the eSports industry fares against traditional sports 

https://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/mckinsey-design/our-insights/the-business-value-of-design
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/11/what-jeff-bezos-wants/598363/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/marcoannunziata/2019/10/02/the-future-of-digital-is-analog-art-and-augmented-reality-at-adobes-festival-of-the-impossible/?fbclid=IwAR1kSrACIs9AkXvwNSFc05ca3voZBniiGIcueEe3IkAKCt31B4x0Nv7JoH8#19c4f7f2790a
https://medium.com/scape-technologies/powering-the-largest-activation-of-the-ar-cloud-to-date-3da3471f4165
https://twitter.com/robbietilton/status/1183977329661374465?fbclid=IwAR2iyVzDQyYOaSQE3wrubn7y8HZUZ89zkroZVKaq4XG7GNyVkzG1m9OQYQk
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/16/opinion/foursquare-privacy-internet.html?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=brand-gen&fbclid=IwAR0HBzrnvBxyZlSew4Q5GxA_AxkFJlQ0tAExmG6w2rw0gxWfgTVQJ3z6hxU
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/10/sports/olympics/gymnastics-robot-judges.html?utm_source=CB+Insights+Newsletter&utm_campaign=6809760446-newsletter_general_Wed_20191016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9dc0513989-6809760446-93452181
https://www.technologyreview.com/s/613508/ai-fairer-than-judge-criminal-risk-assessment-algorithm/
https://a16z.com/2019/10/16/trends-revolutionizing-games/
https://www.allencheng.com/wp-content/uploads/kalins-pdf/singles/theory-of-fun-for-game-design-raph-koster-summary-pdf.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2kEXJ28XDKe5D8_SQd8Xw5FtFr6NOMgP3q4UxmpTPEPYOX2fXpBdMvPdM
https://medium.com/nautilus-magazine/how-designers-engineer-luck-into-video-games-7d4dea1767b2
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/how-the-esports-industry-fares-against-traditional-sports/


 

Técnico students win Quantum Information for Developers (QID) hackathon at ETH 

 

Far out 

The World in 50 years. “How will we get around, entertain ourselves, and stay informed? What 

kinds of companies will be most important? Read the answers of leading thinkers” 

 

 
The greatest, fakest record 

 

List of the World’s top sports brands. Business: Nike; event: Super Bowl; athlete: Roger Federer; 

team: Dallas Cowboys  

 

Best workplaces in the World 

 

The top ten conservative rock songs of all time (yes, they exist) 

 

Instagram playgrounds are not museums 

 

Tinder Night: Tinder swipes on audience interaction 

 

 
Ali Wong’s guide to evaluating Asian restaurants is a “funny must read” (@davechensky) 

The lines of code that changed everything (fantastic recollection) 

 

 
Celebrating the twenty-fifth anniversary of Netscape Navigator, the browser that made 

Internet big. The interface was designed by Portuguese American, Sumol lover, part time Lisbon 

resident and Aromni team member Tony Fernandes 

https://tecnico.ulisboa.pt/pt/noticias/campus-e-comunidade/alunos-do-tecnico-arrasam-em-hackathon-internacional-de-computacao-quantica/
https://qz.com/is/the-world-in-50-years/themes/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=daily-brief
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2019/10/kipchoges-sub-two-hour-marathon-how-legitimate-it/599974/?fbclid=IwAR2B_kaw34umYORlgEZ8yozdEyD3uidC7dJ6juh1ExlgC3DOkTo4xG_YUxM
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mikeozanian/2019/10/16/the-forbes-fab-40-puma-debuts-on-2019-list-of-the-worlds-most-valuable-sports-brands/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily-dozen&cdlcid=5d127e7f1802c8c52434434d#42b77a39d356
https://fortune.com/worlds-best-workplaces/2019/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=ceo-daily&utm_content=2019101510am&fbclid=IwAR11AMWBzxvCSpmtnMYUy97euCqmPEChML4Hb9ApEGeDj4npOUjTabm0FQw
https://medium.com/@mitch.horowitz.nyc/the-top-ten-conservative-rock-songs-of-all-time-9f3c4a0d0864
https://qz.com/co/2777027/why-do-instagram-playgrounds-keep-calling-themselves-museums/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=daily-brief&fbclid=IwAR1jM1SVfDGz7zeHglBRILNiU_IAvNhNBMzW4R2C8pFWMGnnotP-3ArnhjQ
http://www.stylus.com/wlvrsv?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=friday_news_and_views_Oct%2018,%202019&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTlRRMU1tVXhOakV4WWpCbCIsInQiOiIyMkxsd01hSm9HdzhvbFpHaDJ5eGVoNU43UUFMR3pESDAxakpcL3NBMWRpeFExYWJmUWpmdWFSNkE1TjN3RmFYZHg1T1psSzR6RW1FNzBaa3RnczRwRXQwR0xBVUFubzl3Z0xkXC9ZSkNSdDl5eHFybHlyRUlhZUV5dlZxV2xGcVB4In0%3D
https://mobile.twitter.com/davechensky/status/1184924567074009088?fbclid=IwAR0Pf5CFKlw0fK17wY76Bu-YWHdsYGrNUFLzdy2yiij3Hgba_JQXf3A3ojg
https://slate.com/technology/2019/10/consequential-computer-code-software-history.html?fbclid=IwAR0LU48p6C_wRmHoAdx7NJHSuLryCbOjGCOGuzwvRwCACOxnes5V7TtDBls
https://qz.com/emails/quartz-obsession/1725608/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=daily-brief&fbclid=IwAR1uSU967ilIGLJ0J2av-5gUtCAiqx3XgjfGT_sRzNLRXvVk7vWKVlQXObE

