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Sanjay Sarma’s new book “Grasp”  offers a vision of how teaching and learning can be radically 

improved using new methods. Read also Sanjay’s Returning to the classroom will be a chance to rethink 

its purpose He is MIT’s VP for Open Learning and has led EdX, MIT and Harvard’s online teaching 

initiative.  

Sanjay is  an IoT pioneer, and an early supporter of “our own” Printoo.  

 

Sunday News is a selection of the links posted daily by the  Explora community. I can add you if you want 

(need to have a Facebook account). Newcomers can check previous Sunday News editions at Explora 

live. Read Sunday News’ First and Second-Year Highlights here.  

 

Antonio Camara 

 

Education  
In memoriam: Ken Robinson, the educator that questioned Do schools kill creativity? 

 
MathGate, or the battle of two plus two. “The culture wars come to mathematics and reach a new 

low” 

 

A network of science: 150 years of Nature papers 

 

German university offering $1,900 grants 'for doing nothing'. A university in Germany is offering 

"idleness grants" to Germans willing to abstain from activity as part of research for an exhibition on 

sustainability 

 

Food 
From farm to factory: the unstoppable rise of American chicken 

 

Sports 
Watch Roger Federer play himself. AI generated tennis matches 

 

Health 
The viral universe 

 

On COVID herd immunity 

 

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/546526/grasp-by-sanjay-sarma-with-luke-yoquinto/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/07/returning-to-the-classroom-will-be-a-chance-to-rethink-its-purpose/?fbclid=IwAR1CNF93Go8JFqrGOtxVWa07mzWcrR_w7hziFFwD6o2-WZrv6hbBHgqQ8kU
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/07/returning-to-the-classroom-will-be-a-chance-to-rethink-its-purpose/?fbclid=IwAR1CNF93Go8JFqrGOtxVWa07mzWcrR_w7hziFFwD6o2-WZrv6hbBHgqQ8kU
https://www.cio.com/article/3076213/the-iot-past-present-and-future-an-interview-with-professor-sanjay-sarma.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xgsp_xm08W8
https://www.facebook.com/groups/183536175571026/
https://myexplora.live/2018/09/08/explora/#more-10.
https://myexplora.live/2018/09/08/explora/#more-10.
https://myexploralive.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/sunday-news-2nd-year-highlights-final.pdf
https://blog.ted.com/remembering-sir-ken-robinson/
https://www.ted.com/talks/sir_ken_robinson_do_schools_kill_creativity
https://arcdigital.media/mathgate-or-the-battle-of-two-plus-two-ed4af5f32933
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-03325-6?utm_source=Nature%20Briefing&utm_campaign=093e3be58a-briefing-dy-20200820&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9dfd39373-093e3be58a-44901289&fbclid=IwAR1CNF93Go8JFqrGOtxVWa07mzWcrR_w7hziFFwD6o2-WZrv6hbBHgqQ8kU
https://www.upi.com/Odd_News/2020/08/20/German-university-offering-1900-grants-for-doing-nothing/3601597954426/?fbclid=IwAR0TcM-uAOICWGsT4OCGQtAOcH2_eAevAi3mNe2bELgPUioQZUMJ5fsalsQ
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/aug/17/from-farm-to-factory-the-unstoppable-rise-of-american-chicken?fbclid=IwAR3DqPinCwRgW-pvAqTRlgxDi8oC2YbnnneRIS8KYmkRbpqkfVzZ2L08mZ8
https://www.engadget.com/stanford-university-tennis-vid2player-ai-193041240.html?fbclid=IwAR1XDp3QAIqLP3egb39HGyiYnW9w_ceypleMXvK9hJ_nz7Pz15bo32lwEaM&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly9sLmZhY2Vib29rLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAKbT3HvoOuKb5OwlRVYUwZjML8Nppky4kmtyqj7rKOQBEISi4tdkmw6QIzKgDYggsiEZQXDfwYS6LoYmeNiS7YGjD9zPNjazwUCDQZJzPgihjlJ-evShtXjMGrOPiAaz7CvGO9BHxrGHY6Tc-kQUOf5RNb-qU99WtQHu2oqvG_YS&guccounter=1
https://www.economist.com/essay/2020/08/20/viruses-have-big-impacts-on-ecology-and-evolution-as-well-as-human-health?fsrc=newsletter&utm_campaign=the-economist-today&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_source=salesforce-marketing-cloud&utm_term=2020-08-21&utm_content=article-link-1&etear=nl_today_1&fbclid=IwAR3e1bvdS1hugaLkspHoRYUxbjebkMy-0k2jebYvD5b66EGwmnrwJHhwhQA
https://twitter.com/yinonw/status/1295152579941249024?fbclid=IwAR0OrkHbRY4gbNX-U_luN4WW6HB3JQvfIZg0QHOfnrRBah9zrf3lLmia1mM


 

How the pandemic defeated America. Read also How America resists learning from other 

countries 

 

Comparison of readability of official Public Health Information about COVID-19 of 15 countries 

 

New Pen-and-Ink method draws health sensors directly on skin 

 

Mobility 

 
This hydrogen-powered supercar can drive 1,000 miles on a single tank 

 

The future of micro-mobility: Ridership and revenue after a crisis 

 

Inside the company trying to solve the global bicycle shortage 

 

Cities, Nature and Clean Tech 
The New York city of our imagination 

 

The worst animal in the World 

 
Math of the penguins 

 

Cow farts are not the problem 

 

 
Study confirms that painting eyes on cow butts helps ward off predators 

 
Visualizing the human impact on the Ocean Economy 

 

A secret hidden in centuries-old mud reveals a new way to save polluted rivers 

 

A circular Google, via Susana de Carvalho 

 

Garden instead of concrete: How Paris meets Climate Change, a systems thinking exercise 

 

The climate in California 

 

The hard truths of climate change by the numbers 

 
Fashion’s dirty little secret, a film by John Filipe, Creative Director at Ridley Scott Group 

 

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2020/09/coronavirus-american-failure/614191/?campaign_id=51&emc=edit_MBE_p_20200819&instance_id=21406&nl=morning-briefing&regi_id=72783384&section=whatElse&segment_id=36473&te=1&user_id=f13c035235eae5fa8fba2b09764118a5&fbclid=IwAR30i411uAZuODVK5oCKiS_mVQ1voclut9qoGMxjQEmOW5C-RWoH03AYR7A
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2020/05/coronavirus-could-end-american-exceptionalism/611605/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=topic%20optin&utm_campaign=awareness&utm_content=20200821%20econ%20nl&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTXpsaU1EZzBaamRrWlROaiIsInQiOiJrUUpcL0xET0FHejVZTVRxNkwxOVhzM3BPcFcyZVpIK3lIeTlMZURUWWdFOXhNMUZwc1NtS1AyWmRoTGlNYVRjQlFNXC9lVmczNlExTlYySDhMWTFBaEVLR3hEUnd2VFliek1qNHdRR3VnU1liblplR2dmR3NYY3NJZm9EZVVvRkl2In0%3D&fbclid=IwAR3SPTg-orsE0ogof0saOSELU_IGfsMwx2OpK2yo-ags1-iVYqtohwxXmvM
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2020/05/coronavirus-could-end-american-exceptionalism/611605/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=topic%20optin&utm_campaign=awareness&utm_content=20200821%20econ%20nl&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTXpsaU1EZzBaamRrWlROaiIsInQiOiJrUUpcL0xET0FHejVZTVRxNkwxOVhzM3BPcFcyZVpIK3lIeTlMZURUWWdFOXhNMUZwc1NtS1AyWmRoTGlNYVRjQlFNXC9lVmczNlExTlYySDhMWTFBaEVLR3hEUnd2VFliek1qNHdRR3VnU1liblplR2dmR3NYY3NJZm9EZVVvRkl2In0%3D&fbclid=IwAR3SPTg-orsE0ogof0saOSELU_IGfsMwx2OpK2yo-ags1-iVYqtohwxXmvM
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2769382?fbclid=IwAR1kEUhxH3cWbYGq486n1u0Mr0BySR6QfNgJ9sVRUbbqmbgpeaJojvANM5Y
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/new-pen-and-ink-method-draws-health-sensors-directly-on-skin/?fbclid=IwAR37GbTYg9e78H87Dxl6BBDbJsrv4I2FOmE_By9Uy0MtqvQ7LeAbK8mPzIA
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/08/12/success/hyperion-xp1-hydrogen-powered-supercar/index.html?fbclid=IwAR05Fb8zL61S5LfpApYbybNIGAb9hdckPbGfS9GrGzUP4aj5TkF2IQF4Joc
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/automotive-and-assembly/our-insights/the-future-of-micromobility-ridership-and-revenue-after-a-crisis?fbclid=IwAR3G28WiPZ0uf81DrFyIyV3tSPrpPS_LNtFrP3Ho4mAbv5Rn40DSG25HREA
https://marker.medium.com/inside-the-company-trying-to-solve-the-global-bicycle-shortage-eae6849a9f3b
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/08/20/nyregion/nyc-sights-sounds-coronavirus.html?fbclid=IwAR34KMms2YmdP6nAv-j32lPokWQxtdUDF8bURrj7lpkGcQeN5nfYgYh3d5o
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2020/08/how-aedes-aegypti-mosquito-took-over-world/615328/?fbclid=IwAR1Qr25Iu9x3xrl0L_noAlnhMvWNIGB5_T32lyR8vl2KAzYfeLH7fR1hesw
https://www.quantamagazine.org/math-of-the-penguins-20200817/?fbclid=IwAR1zf5qql660HOA27w-ZZP_fmQ2Y_BDatoCmOH2ikW4uVet3IU8cdNLbDdE
https://onezero.medium.com/cow-farts-are-not-the-problem-f5764c1b2a5d
https://arstechnica.com/science/2020/08/study-confirms-that-painting-eyes-on-cow-butts-helps-ward-off-predators/?fbclid=IwAR28dY1o5NxltChK9_8oeQA5jA0I5Uwi-ujGyGmPJFZjlq3I-L6GYKISaUc
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/human-impact-ocean-economy/?fbclid=IwAR3n_vn_dwL7LQm0RKJnJyI0Dh6Qvc-sBXX616Zn9eEi4WN3KTVWKsxrHGM
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/08/secret-hidden-centuries-old-mud-revealed-new-way-save-polluted-rivers?fbclid=IwAR2Yj_BqeQ4Mhe5f6ZnFE-mEIAUG1ljlfys2_9jKMRsQwLxz71ZNqx1TEWw
https://services.google.com/fh/files/misc/circular-google.pdf?fbclid=IwAR02FD4EgAB4yIdjzSh28kTc6awnD4qtCsfbyXNGCzufbrr397-vZGcso00
https://medium.com/systemic-design-group/systems-mapping-how-paris-meets-climate-change-664321d31f47
https://yalealumnimagazine.com/articles/5040-mary-nichols?fbclid=IwAR30i411uAZuODVK5oCKiS_mVQ1voclut9qoGMxjQEmOW5C-RWoH03AYR7A
https://www.nature.com/immersive/d41586-019-02711-4/index.html?utm_source=Nature%20Briefing&utm_campaign=093e3be58a-briefing-dy-20200820&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9dfd39373-093e3be58a-44901289&fbclid=IwAR2XutPCy2z7D0-NVGufwkzvnIbkigTSOu0esNz4IflYmRWjsD0VH3R8R7Q
https://johnfilipe.com/film


 

Developing new companies 

A tale of two ecosystems: On Bandcamp, Spotify and the wide-open future 

 

Apple vs Google in 20 honest graphics 

 

Open Source Software growth benchmarks 

 

From designing in teams to designing in networks 

 

Startups need a new option: Exit to Community 

 

Venture Capital’s role in financing innovation: What we know and how much we still need to 

learn 

 

The ecommerce surge 

 

Pandemic acts as a trial run for many emerging technologies 

 

How the British government rules by algorithm. Read also The UK exam debacle reminds us that 

algorithms can’t fix broken systems. To learn more, follow this leading algocracy project 

 

Unmade in America   

 

The World’s most innovative economies 

 

AR/VR/AI/Quantum Computing/IoT 
The coming age of Digital Reality 

 

‘SynthVR’ lets you build a massive modular synthesizer in VR 

 

The computer game that led to Enlightenment 

 

A radical new model of the brain illuminates its wiring  

 

Machine learning reveals role of culture in shaping meanings of words 

 
An update on blockchain technology 

 

Far out 
Crownes Chess: Compact, portable nesting chess set. Great design 

 
The therapeutic power of gardening 

 
Researchers find a way to copy keys using the sounds they make inside a lock 

 

In the land of Kush. “A dazzling civilization flourished in Sudan nearly 5,000 years ago” 

 
Nigeria’s demand for fancy wigs fuels a global trade 

https://www.npr.org/2020/08/19/903547253/a-tale-of-two-ecosystems-on-bandcamp-spotify-and-the-wide-open-future?t=1597988217315&fbclid=IwAR0mi3Vt0yocYn_mhOVZSF7_cSCRzK-p9XF5si2IlD00fDX0tNuY3msvhek
https://uxdesign.cc/apple-vs-google-in-10-honest-graphics-8d6dff8b1dc6
https://medium.com/runacapital/open-source-growth-benchmarks-and-the-20-fastest-growing-oss-startups-d3556a669fe6
https://medium.com/age-of-awareness/miekevanderbijl-from-designing-in-teams-to-designing-in-networks-d3e494fd3438
https://ioo.coop/2019/09/startups-need-a-new-option-exit-to-community/?fbclid=IwAR0D1OHhbR0sask0kcCtvxmr2gnpOFR0yXwlVAm80zjawbJvWQhDEZgmSgA
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3633054&fbclid=IwAR1XDp3QAIqLP3egb39HGyiYnW9w_ceypleMXvK9hJ_nz7Pz15bo32lwEaM
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3633054&fbclid=IwAR1XDp3QAIqLP3egb39HGyiYnW9w_ceypleMXvK9hJ_nz7Pz15bo32lwEaM
https://www.ben-evans.com/benedictevans/2020/8/18/the-ecommerce-surge?utm_source=Benedict%27s%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=358bf1f12e-Benedict%27s%20Newsletter%20free)&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4999ca107f-358bf1f12e-70838889&mc_cid=358bf1f12e&mc_eid=46dc30d069&fbclid=IwAR3wI0Wl2Aq6iS8UBeHdjOlRbtC9f9G1ITDpf6O3IbacNSA0rPnW3agguJ0
https://www.governing.com/security/Pandemic-Acts-as-Trial-Run-for-Many-Emerging-Technologies.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=topic%20optin&utm_campaign=awareness&utm_content=20200821%20econ%20nl&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTXpsaU1EZzBaamRrWlROaiIsInQiOiJrUUpcL0xET0FHejVZTVRxNkwxOVhzM3BPcFcyZVpIK3lIeTlMZURUWWdFOXhNMUZwc1NtS1AyWmRoTGlNYVRjQlFNXC9lVmczNlExTlYySDhMWTFBaEVLR3hEUnd2VFliek1qNHdRR3VnU1liblplR2dmR3NYY3NJZm9EZVVvRkl2In0%3D&fbclid=IwAR1kEUhxH3cWbYGq486n1u0Mr0BySR6QfNgJ9sVRUbbqmbgpeaJojvANM5Y
https://www.economist.com/britain/2020/08/20/how-the-british-government-rules-by-algorithm?utm_campaign=the-economist-this-week&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_source=salesforce-marketing-cloud&utm_term=2020-08-20&utm_content=ed-picks-article-link-5&etear=nl_weekly_5&fbclid=IwAR37GbTYg9e78H87Dxl6BBDbJsrv4I2FOmE_By9Uy0MtqvQ7LeAbK8mPzIA
https://www.technologyreview.com/2020/08/20/1007502/uk-exam-algorithm-cant-fix-broken-system/?truid=6c5e324879e4d30bc1d49c6de1dcab55&utm_source=the_download&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=the_download.unpaid.engagement&utm_term=non-subs&utm_content=08-21-2020&fbclid=IwAR2ymWQ_ui2wZuf-v2kDuLrir2j8PGkT-HG6UppTHEq_HFueQvaaPs2HcXY
https://www.technologyreview.com/2020/08/20/1007502/uk-exam-algorithm-cant-fix-broken-system/?truid=6c5e324879e4d30bc1d49c6de1dcab55&utm_source=the_download&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=the_download.unpaid.engagement&utm_term=non-subs&utm_content=08-21-2020&fbclid=IwAR2ymWQ_ui2wZuf-v2kDuLrir2j8PGkT-HG6UppTHEq_HFueQvaaPs2HcXY
https://algocracy.wordpress.com/about/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2020/08/14/1006428/unmade-in-america/?truid=6c5e324879e4d30bc1d49c6de1dcab55&utm_source=weekend_reads&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekend_reads.unpaid.engagement&utm_term=non-subs&utm_content=08-22-2020
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/world-most-innovative-economies/?fbclid=IwAR2trSdUlubQkWTggRyUxM9buJaKnfYdM48ICzSYbJyRCaIWhqmKjoRU9Do
https://www.axios.com/digital-reality-artificial-intelligence-technology-73086bdb-3101-4aa1-8e65-f28b578ed05d.html?fbclid=IwAR0rzLLrwtjpu2Xinsu5dAbeWdUGHfhYd_EwnuTPDBnKvPXNblY_GYG_P5k
https://www.roadtovr.com/synthvr-alpha-modular-synthesizer-vr/?fbclid=IwAR3Dh64orY8k0jQM3jQPm9vQvRR0T_dQfZ6GliAJqpoxyML0HZ-1ETFnpg4
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/culture-desk/the-computer-game-that-led-to-enlightenment?fbclid=IwAR3Zq9PqIKnLWwBNy1DrZGX8zBEWD5QRnFJSMfV1TL8YLXhgLNzvWRCFQuY
https://www.wired.com/story/a-radical-new-model-of-the-brain-illuminates-its-wiring/?fbclid=IwAR0IiaWPguiH7MPvXCaT01fghbhOgoZq6Xwwwn0zh92oDit7Sh6YulAPuBE
https://phys.org/news/2020-08-machine-reveals-role-culture-words.html?fbclid=IwAR2bsnl-1gwmCh0FmEGO0MmU9qBORQgbs40JS_SnBi_FCAJcM3hWjWopEjU
https://www.cbinsights.com/research/what-is-blockchain-technology/?utm_sourcenewsletter_general_Thurs_20200820&utm_medium91c238c98f-93452181&fbclid=IwAR25w8fPc3G5iHg_06opMPfY5KkAzKpBSsvRfJv6ZqhKASBw8W0UQkZg69w
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/crownes/crownes-compact-portable-nesting-chess-set?fbclid=IwAR04OnhswI26HdHR1ldX4qce17zelhpkTTC7jVZnMcoOuzERn_V2z6kYE0A
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/08/24/the-therapeutic-power-of-gardening?campaign_id=51&emc=edit_MBE_p_20200821&instance_id=21482&nl=morning-briefing&regi_id=72783384&section=whatElse&segment_id=36673&te=1&user_id=f13c035235eae5fa8fba2b09764118a5&fbclid=IwAR2Yj_BqeQ4Mhe5f6ZnFE-mEIAUG1ljlfys2_9jKMRsQwLxz71ZNqx1TEWw
https://gizmodo.com/researchers-find-a-way-to-copy-keys-using-the-sounds-th-1844774401?fbclid=IwAR3Zq9PqIKnLWwBNy1DrZGX8zBEWD5QRnFJSMfV1TL8YLXhgLNzvWRCFQuY
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/sudan-land-kush-meroe-ancient-civilization-overlooked-180975498/?utm_campaign=wp_todays_worldview&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&wpisrc=nl_todayworld&fbclid=IwAR2bsnl-1gwmCh0FmEGO0MmU9qBORQgbs40JS_SnBi_FCAJcM3hWjWopEjU
https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2020/08/15/nigerias-demand-for-fancy-wigs-fuels-a-global-trade?utm_campaign=the-economist-today&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_source=salesforce-marketing-cloud&utm_term=2020-08-17&utm_content=article-link-7&fbclid=IwAR0H1eeU7M9cvipG3UZXiqy1KutQqZGlQm6yOhnZ0FG7JLiF-irf87yszFE


 

Watch the first “Interactive” TV show: Winky Dink and you encouraged kids to draw on the 

screen (1953) 

 

How ringtones shaped the modern World 

 

How to get a husband (from 1958). Incredible 

 

 
The game of life: China’s social credit system. Also, incredible 

 

The history of the Universe in a blink of an eye 

 

How to predict the future(s) and create resilient and effective societies and organizations. 
An Interview with Futurist Jeremy Pesner 

 

 
Data never sleeps 8.0 

 

 

http://www.openculture.com/2018/08/winky-dink-watch-first-interactive-tv-show-encouraged-kids-draw-screen-1953.html?fbclid=IwAR3wI0Wl2Aq6iS8UBeHdjOlRbtC9f9G1ITDpf6O3IbacNSA0rPnW3agguJ0
http://www.openculture.com/2018/08/winky-dink-watch-first-interactive-tv-show-encouraged-kids-draw-screen-1953.html?fbclid=IwAR3wI0Wl2Aq6iS8UBeHdjOlRbtC9f9G1ITDpf6O3IbacNSA0rPnW3agguJ0
https://damnoptimist.substack.com/p/remember-ringtones
https://twitter.com/janelavvie/status/1295842813167403008?fbclid=IwAR02FD4EgAB4yIdjzSh28kTc6awnD4qtCsfbyXNGCzufbrr397-vZGcso00
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/the-game-of-life-visualizing-chinas-social-credit-system/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-02459-x?utm_source=Nature%20Briefing&utm_campaign=093e3be58a-briefing-dy-20200820&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9dfd39373-093e3be58a-44901289&fbclid=IwAR05Fb8zL61S5LfpApYbybNIGAb9hdckPbGfS9GrGzUP4aj5TkF2IQF4Joc
https://medium.com/swlh/how-to-predict-the-future-s-and-create-more-resilient-balanced-and-effective-societies-and-a70817e19867
https://www.domo.com/learn/data-never-sleeps-8

