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Monod                               Câmara                  Lysenko                Timofeev-Ressovsky 
My reading selection this week is The molecular biologist that exposed the Soviet Union. This is the  life 

story of Nobel Prize winner Jacques Monod that exposed agronomist Trofim Lysenko as a fraud. I always 

loved Jacques Monod’s Chance and Necessity but was not aware of his Lysenko connection.  

 

My grandfather Antonio Camara, who started Estação Agronómica Nacional (see his truly original plans 

here and here), was a fierce opponent to Lysenko. I learned his name when I was in my early teens. He 

talked about Lysenko as the impersonation of evil. Later, I understood why. 

 

Antonio Camara worked at Kaiser Wilhelm Institute in Berlin before the War with  Nikolay Timofeev-

Ressovsky,  a leading biologist and Lysenko opponent. Timofeev-Ressovsky was a former anarchist and 

had his oldest son-a communits- killed by the Gestapo during the War. Nonetheless, he was sent to the 

Gulag after the Soviet Union forces arrested him in Berlin.  He was persecuted by Lysenko followers until 

the 1970’s and only rehabilitated in 1991, ten years after his death. 

 

In 1995, I worked in an international project with the Russian Academy of Sciences in Moscow. I was 

happy to see that one of the Russian team members was Timofeev-Ressovsky’s grand-son. 

 

Sunday News is a selection of the links posted daily by the  Explora community. I can add you if you want 

(need to have a Facebook account). Newcomers can check previous Sunday News editions at Explora 

live. Read Sunday News’ First and Second-Year Highlights here.  

 

Antonio Camara 

 

Education  
Neuroscientists discover a molecular mechanism that allows memories to form 

 

Portuguese road map of research infrastructures. Via Rui Ferreira dos Santos 

 

In memoriam: UC San Diego Nobel laureate Mario Molina, who helped reveal damage to the 

ozone layer, dies at 77. I worked with him at MIT in a project dealing with Mexico City’s air pollution. 

In the first meeting, Mario asked the team to visualize the project end results so they could be shown on 

TV news. A metaphor I apply to all my projects since that day. 

 

Sports 

 
Out of retirement: the care home seniors chasing global cycling glory 

 

https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2020/10/jacques-monod-trofim-lysenko-chance/616619/?fbclid=IwAR3MeFNZVyydOAeyQzyhO-RMBJxAo9tJB20a0mZ590CKIG6WmkUKD6RmI1c
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2017/12/trofim-lysenko-soviet-union-russia/548786/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/493746.Chance_and_Necessity
https://myexploralive.files.wordpress.com/2018/11/fundac3a7c3a3o-ean_1.pdf
https://myexploralive.files.wordpress.com/2018/11/fundac3a7c3a3o-ean_2.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikolay_Timofeev-Ressovsky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikolay_Timofeev-Ressovsky
https://www.facebook.com/groups/183536175571026/
https://myexplora.live/2018/09/08/explora/#more-10.
https://myexplora.live/2018/09/08/explora/#more-10.
https://myexploralive.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/sunday-news-2nd-year-highlights-final.pdf
https://news.mit.edu/2020/engram-memories-form-1005?fbclid=IwAR14DRbFRthIqS2bwOVKpS0gOjUHKzVQ6KwTviZF2Gmy2lLsg2YxZ2EV2co
https://myexploralive.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/portuguese-roadmap-of-research-infrastructures.pdf
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/science/story/2020-10-07/uc-san-diego-nobel-laureate-mario-molina?utm_source=Nature%20Briefing&utm_campaign=6cfb77501c-briefing-dy-20201008&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9dfd39373-6cfb77501c-44901289&fbclid=IwAR2JLJVf7LHJaiNb4v2fHL0Ug1vk76Rk_OSVn4DXM9GuttZ-IEYC8t0Ab-o
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/science/story/2020-10-07/uc-san-diego-nobel-laureate-mario-molina?utm_source=Nature%20Briefing&utm_campaign=6cfb77501c-briefing-dy-20201008&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9dfd39373-6cfb77501c-44901289&fbclid=IwAR2JLJVf7LHJaiNb4v2fHL0Ug1vk76Rk_OSVn4DXM9GuttZ-IEYC8t0Ab-o
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/oct/02/the-global-cycling-competition-helping-care-home-residents-see-the-world?mc_cid=2259863c5a&mc_eid=4adda160dc&fbclid=IwAR3PPDAr8AGeiRLxW-chbAt7y3zNVVV1FOuWlb-cWvIKlwBOqe9yEMCAecA


 

Athletes are conquering distance: sports will never be the same 

 

Food 
Congratulations to UN World Food Program (WFP) for the Nobel Peace Prize, and specially to Pedro 

Matos, former YDreamer and  Digitization Coordinator for WFP Sudan 

 

Health 
Neanderthal genes increase risk of serious Covid-19, study claims 

 
Charting a coronavirus infection 

 

Contact tracing falls flat in the West 

 

Facemasks: what the data say 

 

This startup raised $37 million to make going to the dentist fun 

 

Meet Minnie Freudenthal: A doctor to improve our way in life. A remarkable Portuguese doctor 

 

Cities, Nature and Clean Tech 

 
3D mapping the largest population density centers 

 

The 15-minute city 

 

The magical allure of islands 

 

Endangered baby sea turtles may have a news savior: GPS eggs 

 

 
Portugal’s Strategy for the Sea, 2021-2030. “Our” Azorean Aquatic Technologies with its 

instruments, aquatic drones and subs will be in full swing this next decade  

 

Carté DIEM: The Circular Economy bank ramping up resales for generation Flux. “A bank of 

objects” 

 

Developing new companies 
Johan Norberg on the importance of being open 

 
The crypto state? Excellent article by Bruno Maçães 

 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/athletes-are-conquering-distance-sports-will-never-be-the-same-11601632801?mod=hp_lead_pos12&utm_source=CB%20Insights%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=0a7688d9ac-newsletter_general_Wed_20201007&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9dc0513989-0a7688d9ac-93452181&fbclid=IwAR0vRDfTgUiMR1ZTC7jJGDBoWofAN93prUe2he6bHaRMzvuQLFLk8KIR8Ns
https://www.linkedin.com/company/world-food-programme/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/matospedro/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/matospedro/
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2020/sep/30/neanderthal-genes-increase-risk-of-serious-covid-19-study-claims?utm_source=Nature%20Briefing&utm_campaign=fe4c0bfbe8-briefing-dy-20201005&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9dfd39373-fe4c0bfbe8-44901289&fbclid=IwAR1bwcVr63-E9GHn-2pfKTb6DbfjNWPGNml_F-9cve2OblNVid9mZh2wiYM
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/10/02/science/charting-a-coronavirus-infection.html?smid=tw-nytimes&smtyp=cur&fbclid=IwAR1ukpCEt6LRhspquMuKwreNZhL31Jgi0Zxv8Bp30uO6qYs5vaOK_BkvS9k
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/03/world/europe/covid-contract-tracing.html?campaign_id=51&emc=edit_MBE_p_20201005&instance_id=22808&nl=morning-briefing&regi_id=72783384&section=longRead&segment_id=39827&te=1&user_id=f13c035235eae5fa8fba2b09764118a5&fbclid=IwAR2QUgdpF7Emj4FGYRgwS289c2WAC5RiuynsoMMLBuPriY6WE92djSo-XDs
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02801-8?utm_source=Nature%20Briefing&utm_campaign=90e86e2293-briefing-dy-20201007&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9dfd39373-90e86e2293-44901289&fbclid=IwAR3O6MMyBPpOFEdHqb_GLX27PRBQx28G0DyWXnGVzZtXLOwqMyJvXM8185Q
https://www.forbes.com/sites/leahrosenbaum/2020/10/01/this-startup-raised-37-million-to-make-going-to-the-dentist-fun/?utm_source=TWITTER&utm_medium=social&utm_content=3810017848&utm_campaign=sprinklrForbesTechTwitter&fbclid=IwAR1KcIidcXzSnP7r2gPb6i203lO8DnzQePDxDQpmD0CFPGL3ux6fKxol0dI#114d9cde5694
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxPe50_TWMU&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR3UXYpNn7TSkAh9h8vFg2f_zvVFKuf3DS9M7JuAUj_Vl79cYTJ-HGnybGw
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/3d-mapping-the-worlds-largest-population-densities/?fbclid=IwAR0uKgrzLMzm2VE7RuvR-k26GMYMUt2mLuhCFmacdGflXK8gN_kKVcHQLU0
https://thinkthinkthink.substack.com/p/the-15-minute-city-thinkthinkthink?fbclid=IwAR0uKgrzLMzm2VE7RuvR-k26GMYMUt2mLuhCFmacdGflXK8gN_kKVcHQLU0
https://amp.economist.com/books-and-arts/2020/10/03/the-magical-allure-of-islands?__twitter_impression=true&fbclid=IwAR31B5ena1lBd1cjdrOhzCn8jW5jfYVjVePRmGdZHB6PT4oG_zRd8b92_f0
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/10/endangered-baby-sea-turtles-may-have-new-savior-gps-eggs?utm_source=CB%20Insights%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=0a7688d9ac-newsletter_general_Wed_20201007&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9dc0513989-0a7688d9ac-93452181&fbclid=IwAR3wX5lrZ_C0WA-UcM7XE6O_vjaWuJ77a_Cm2VVEeRGRWwtROJMCRFCZWaM
https://96594c97-1436-40ba-b257-d6d0d780b25f.filesusr.com/ugd/eb00d2_21427b80e8134c8f8cfb9299fd11e086.pdf
https://azorean.eu/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/katiebaron/2020/10/06/cart-diem-the-circular-economy-bank-ramping-up-resales-for-generation-flux/?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiT0RoallUUTBNRFkyWkdWaiIsInQiOiI3aU53UHdLSng3VmthcWtQMnVNUHNsMmFVU0M1XC8xRlcyYnlVNkdVUTdrV2dsa0RxSVUyYjBnR1wvV3dYZXZRTW1RVDh0OVwvblVqVjNUN2dySTdQRW9uY1pBd1BjRTBwZjZKbGFodHI5M2VKaDBQZUJjZHA5ZGk5TjlORCtcL01JYlQifQ%3D%3D#656e47a088ff
https://capx.co/free-exchange-johan-norberg-on-the-importance-of-being-open/?fbclid=IwAR2cfYAsTEcDu-7Q_QHPRS3nSBlHWyb-gYXM-usL1-bVVJauKCLC-bks7TU
https://www.city-journal.org/technological-developments-new-systems-of-governance?fbclid=IwAR0uKgrzLMzm2VE7RuvR-k26GMYMUt2mLuhCFmacdGflXK8gN_kKVcHQLU0


 

Ripple threatens to leave US over crypto regulation 

 

How “Animal Crossing” is preparing players to trade stocks 

 

The end of the American Internet 

 

The disruption of management consulting 

 

34 corporate innovation labs in retail 

 

Agri-tech and food supply problems 

 

The Instagram story 

 

 
Audio startups multiply as investors seek the new Clubhouse 
 

86% of teens in the US own an I-Phone 

 

Google to pay publishers $1 billion over three years for their news 

 

AR/VR/AI/Quantum Computing/IoT 
The AR roundup September 2020 

 

 
Zappar’s $40 Consumer-Ready 6DoF XR Headset Just Launched On Kickstarter 

 

 
The US Army thinks these new mixed reality 'doggles' can make special operations canines 

better than ever in battle 

 

The metaverse is coming 

 

A VR film/game with AI characters can be different every time you watch or play 

 

Nvidia announces open beta for Omniverse as a ‘metaverse’ for engineers 

 

https://fortune.com/2020/10/06/ripple-leaving-us-america-crypto-regulation-sec-chris-larsen/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=ceo-daily&utm_content=2020100710am&fbclid=IwAR0uKgrzLMzm2VE7RuvR-k26GMYMUt2mLuhCFmacdGflXK8gN_kKVcHQLU0
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-10-07/stock-market-how-nintendo-game-animal-crossing-prepares-players-to-trade?srnd=premium&sref=2KvUbYuq&utm_source=CB%20Insights%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=0a7688d9ac-newsletter_general_Wed_20201007&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9dc0513989-0a7688d9ac-93452181&fbclid=IwAR3UXYpNn7TSkAh9h8vFg2f_zvVFKuf3DS9M7JuAUj_Vl79cYTJ-HGnybGw
https://www.ben-evans.com/benedictevans/2020/10/3/the-end-of-the-american-internet?utm_source=Benedict%27s%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=e7242fbd18-Benedict%27s%20newsletter%20free_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4999ca107f-e7242fbd18-70838889&fbclid=IwAR3UXYpNn7TSkAh9h8vFg2f_zvVFKuf3DS9M7JuAUj_Vl79cYTJ-HGnybGw
https://www.cbinsights.com/research/disrupting-management-consulting/?utm_source=CB%20Insights%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=debf94e520-newsletter_general_Thurs_20201008&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9dc0513989-debf94e520-93452181&fbclid=IwAR1qvvXiMV6rRWgJq25RLl4rsNP6Xv5LuP-xrlOFjQ7pUBl-OOLdnuJGhUw
https://www.cbinsights.com/research/retail-corporate-innovation-labs/?utm_source=CB%20Insights%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=b01cc65bd4-newsletter_general_Tues_20201006&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9dc0513989-b01cc65bd4-93452181&fbclid=IwAR1viAGYALAWu4gu8ZvFk0Q9HfZ1w1yXRhPdXzO2lxd2KIzYrR4MEXje7EI
https://www.stylus.com/could-agritech-solve-global-food-supply-chain-problems?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=friday_news_and_views_Oct%2009,%202020&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiT0RoallUUTBNRFkyWkdWaiIsInQiOiI3aU53UHdLSng3VmthcWtQMnVNUHNsMmFVU0M1XC8xRlcyYnlVNkdVUTdrV2dsa0RxSVUyYjBnR1wvV3dYZXZRTW1RVDh0OVwvblVqVjNUN2dySTdQRW9uY1pBd1BjRTBwZjZKbGFodHI5M2VKaDBQZUJjZHA5ZGk5TjlORCtcL01JYlQifQ%3D%3D
https://entrepreneurshandbook.co/26-year-old-coder-built-a-1-billion-app-in-2-years-after-following-his-girlfriends-advice-c6f378db1fd1
https://www.theinformation.com/articles/audio-startups-multiply-as-investors-seek-the-next-clubhouse?fbclid=IwAR18R_ca68BsULc48SHRyw0n8QZ-mUEES6ULKLtUZtdUiJ2qI8pCnP9O3T0
https://www.ped30.com/2020/10/06/apple-teen-survey-fall-2020/?fbclid=IwAR1bwcVr63-E9GHn-2pfKTb6DbfjNWPGNml_F-9cve2OblNVid9mZh2wiYM
https://uk.reuters.com/article/us-alphabet-publishing-eu/google-to-pay-publishers-1-billion-over-three-years-for-their-news-idUKKBN26M5P7?utm_source=Benedict%27s%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=e7242fbd18-Benedict%27s%20newsletter%20free_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4999ca107f-e7242fbd18-70838889&fbclid=IwAR0-R26m0GWt-nmI4piuOWfaVgpLUzbFrBwI6bGV26x3U8Y37qVY6H8yaSc
https://medium.com/@tomemrich/the-ar-roundup-september-2020-3b55be839f9?source=twitterShare-5142bbf46962-1602012164&_branch_match_id=687191540286037059&fbclid=IwAR1f7amALLfoQCPgGfUeRnMK8cBYdrP72tyiTaDCU1jGNpBQfBw2CwTFfpw
https://vrscout.com/news/zappar-consumer-ready-xr-headset/amp/?__twitter_impression=true&fbclid=IwAR0YbAysRX6r_whPxv8wRKghGkKmzCxvnYncMtIKePQudoAKCp-pWNANLJs
https://www.businessinsider.com/us-army-new-goggles-will-make-dogs-better-in-battle-2020-9?utm_source=CB%20Insights%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=0a7688d9ac-newsletter_general_Wed_20201007&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9dc0513989-0a7688d9ac-93452181&fbclid=IwAR03u_aHcXhFhoYElz2F--UrsaaD46y2dnQ2sFkZcJQKEMMImGGmdJHcIqw
https://www.businessinsider.com/us-army-new-goggles-will-make-dogs-better-in-battle-2020-9?utm_source=CB%20Insights%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=0a7688d9ac-newsletter_general_Wed_20201007&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9dc0513989-0a7688d9ac-93452181&fbclid=IwAR03u_aHcXhFhoYElz2F--UrsaaD46y2dnQ2sFkZcJQKEMMImGGmdJHcIqw
https://amp.economist.com/technology-quarterly/2020/10/01/the-metaverse-is-coming?__twitter_impression=true&fbclid=IwAR1yQQkXtShg2l5r19RWp34eMMmyccvNr9xaWuC95u9iP-vWEvgTG4m0h1Q
https://www.technologyreview.com/2020/10/02/1009254/vr-film-movie-game-ai-reinforcement-learning-venice/amp/?__twitter_impression=true&fbclid=IwAR2uOg_5AcpLey0vkNFk53zH53QUPvn5rLyFBiEJwxyM7oV2B1SDjwvgk7E
https://venturebeat.com/2020/10/05/nvidia-announces-open-beta-for-omniverse-as-a-metaverse-for-engineers/?fbclid=IwAR2RqU06VMxmllhJ7OIdgq2UWissQRwtaYRjwoVc1mOdNJX4-dit9FZQNEE


 

Magic Leap has a new Chief Business Officer. Forbes is keen on him to bring the magic back. What is 

amazing is that he keeps talking about virtual reality, when ML is an augmented reality company. Like it 

does not matter. By the way, ML burned 3B already.  

 

Inventing virtual meetings of tomorrow with NVIDIA AI research 

 

Amazon will now let you pay with your palm in its stores.  Brazil's Bradesco has this type of  

biometric payment since 2012 via Fujitsu...and YDreams.  

 

How GPT-3 is shaping our AI future. See also Someone let a GPT-3 bot loose on Reddit. It did not end 

well 

 
Quantum supremacy is coming. It won’t change the World 

 

Far out 
Are we headed toward theatrical Armageddon? 

 

 
Mellon Foundation to spend 250 million dollars to re-imagine monuments 

 

Battery-free, energy-harvesting perpetual machines: The weird future of computing 

 

How Flash games shaped the video gaming industry 

 

In search for a planet better than Earth: Top contenders for a superhabitable World 

 

Fungi, folklore, and fairyland 

 

 
 

In memoriam: Eddie Van Allen’s 20 greatest solos 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidprosser/2020/10/07/putting-the-magic-back-into-magic-leap/#7a966b5c2d98
https://youtu.be/NqmMnjJ6GEg
https://www.vox.com/recode/2020/9/29/21492351/amazon-one-hand-scan-payments-palm-checkout-whole-foods?utm_source=Benedict%27s%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=e7242fbd18-Benedict%27s%20newsletter%20free_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4999ca107f-e7242fbd18-70838889&fbclid=IwAR1ujY_j6mDcsibSir4AzCMlYjxFc0FGYfZ0Qa8nYW8yG6pT_8LBo86R-To
https://youtu.be/JssC6I3Tbzg?t=214
https://www.exponentialview.co/p/-how-gpt-3-is-shaping-our-ai-future?token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoxMjU0NDUwLCJwb3N0X2lkIjo3ODgyOTQzLCJfIjoibUJjK2siLCJpYXQiOjE2MDIwODk2MDYsImV4cCI6MTYwMjA5MzIwNiwiaXNzIjoicHViLTIyNTIiLCJzdWIiOiJwb3N0LXJlYWN0aW9uIn0.xBUfdzHbz9cDjekc9qhB18E2PyOhCuBtSbQZKCsAREI&fbclid=IwAR1yQQkXtShg2l5r19RWp34eMMmyccvNr9xaWuC95u9iP-vWEvgTG4m0h1Q
https://thenextweb.com/neural/2020/10/07/someone-let-a-gpt-3-bot-loose-on-reddit-it-didnt-end-well/
https://thenextweb.com/neural/2020/10/07/someone-let-a-gpt-3-bot-loose-on-reddit-it-didnt-end-well/
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/aug/02/quantum-supremacy-computers?fbclid=IwAR0uKgrzLMzm2VE7RuvR-k26GMYMUt2mLuhCFmacdGflXK8gN_kKVcHQLU0
https://nofilmschool.com/future-of-theatrical?fbclid=IwAR2m9hnwuQZAgi56ydnDoc1wI3d_ItnQuGNeQoYkawuddHTNv75-acQ_o2Q
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/05/arts/mellon-foundation-monuments.html?smid=tw-nytimes&smtyp=cur&fbclid=IwAR3PPDAr8AGeiRLxW-chbAt7y3zNVVV1FOuWlb-cWvIKlwBOqe9yEMCAecA
https://www.wsj.com/articles/battery-free-energy-harvesting-perpetual-machines-the-weird-future-of-computing-11601697600?fbclid=IwAR2wBu2wGJbxE8qmiRG7RiAraBtD-qXDu0UNGqwW4wR5yI5W9BY_a7HDj2s
http://www.flashgamehistory.com/?utm_source=Benedict%27s%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=e7242fbd18-Benedict%27s%20newsletter%20free_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4999ca107f-e7242fbd18-70838889&fbclid=IwAR0vRDfTgUiMR1ZTC7jJGDBoWofAN93prUe2he6bHaRMzvuQLFLk8KIR8Ns
https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/10.1089/ast.2019.2161
https://publicdomainreview.org/essay/fungi-folklore-and-fairyland?mc_cid=695362a688&mc_eid=4adda160dc&fbclid=IwAR2FuYdgCn44xuwd_J9RvjGwlyK7156BqBEgAF2sFpamBUdXeRdzq4Fn8Kw
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-lists/eddie-van-halen-20-greatest-guitar-solos-778991/

