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The annual Activate Tech & Media Outlook forecasts the key trends and presents the most important 

insights in the technology and media industries in the year ahead. There is one company born in 

Portugal, grown in Brazil and now Canadian that fits perfectly in many of this forecast trends: YDX (aka 

YDreams Global) as you can read here. This is a virtual reality company that has Disney, NBA and Coca-

Cola as clients, a unique e-sports ecosystem and a textbook case of resilience. 

 

Sunday News is a selection of the links posted daily by the  Explora community. I can add you if you want 

(need to have a Facebook account). Newcomers can check previous Sunday News editions at Explora 

live. Read Sunday News’ First and Second-Year Highlights here.  

 

Antonio Camara 

 

Education  

 
Basecamp CEO @jasonfried and the college writing class he’d like to teach. 

 

https://activate.com/?utm_source=Benedict%27s%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=7b2d142758-Benedict%27s%20newsletter%20free&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4999ca107f-7b2d142758-70838889#outlook
http://ydxinnovation.com/
https://myexploralive.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/ydx-company-summary.pdf
https://hbr.org/2020/09/what-really-makes-us-resilient
https://www.facebook.com/groups/183536175571026/
https://myexplora.live/2018/09/08/explora/#more-10.
https://myexplora.live/2018/09/08/explora/#more-10.
https://myexploralive.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/sunday-news-2nd-year-highlights-final.pdf


Explore the ways Trump or Biden could win the election. Interactive data journalism 

 

How Google Classroom became teachers’ go-to tool—and why it’s fallen short 

 

AI teaching assistants, a possibility or a necessity? 

 

How France overcame the odds to build a research mega-campus 

 

Study helps explain why motivation to learn declines with age 

 

Reflections on Solzhenitsyn’s Harvard address 

 

Food  

A journey to the center of a spicy Dunkin’ Donut 

 

A disturbing Twinkie that has, so far, defied science 

 

Sports 

‘Guillermo Vilas: Settling the Score’ on Netflix, a documentary about a tennis star who was 

screwed over by the Man. I met Guillermo Vilas when I played international tennis tournaments back 

in the 70s.  I travelled throughout Spain with the Argentinian tennis players including Guillermo. I really 

liked him. He really deserved to be number 1 in the World in 1978, when the ATP rankings appeared.   

 

Health 

Record 200 days with no local case makes Taiwan World’s envy 

 
How the experts messed up on Covid 

 
COVID's cognitive costs? Some patients' brains may age 10 years 

 

Continual lockdowns are not the answer to bringing Covid under control. Read also Lessons 

learnt from easing COVID-19 restrictions: an analysis of countries and regions in Asia Pacific and Europe 

 

The difference between feeling safe and being safe 

 

At the top of her field, a Covid-19 researcher fights back against a different kind of virus: 

sexism and power imbalances in science 
 

Journey Colab bags $3M from 'moonshot' fund to push new development model for 

psychedelic treatments 

 

Tiny brain implants hold big promise for immobilized patients 

 

Mobility 

The entire history of Tesla in 5 minutes (animation) 

 

Cities, Nature and Clean Tech 
Why cities must put nature at the heart of their recovery 

 

https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/trump-biden-election-map/?cid=abcnews&fbclid=IwAR1pkpNFuosekpkebDg-Re5GisdfTr8tItM4vQ3fFji6LY34E538VKYvqMM
https://www.fastcompany.com/90541246/how-google-classroom-became-teachers-go-to-tool-and-why-its-fallen-short?partner=rss&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=rss%20fastcompany&utm_content=rss&fbclid=IwAR2Bn0zw11kweRJXHYmhIkFSMytkAe8l2_SBDZ4lT6-Qfwjw12JOViTXcR0
https://medium.com/towards-artificial-intelligence/ai-teaching-assistants-a-possibility-or-a-necessity-e0e2b1887ead
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-03004-x?utm_source=Nature%20Briefing&utm_campaign=89122f7208-briefing-dy-20201028&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9dfd39373-89122f7208-44901289&fbclid=IwAR05o3zQYFcbyAWER7AOYELB_q8VVjm3SOCXHSqMW5wzuZsHDFGvLEtT9h8
https://news.mit.edu/2020/why-learn-motivate-age-decline-1027?fbclid=IwAR3bD65NZ_NKMSoZkyv6rq9mHR4OVO8lHuyYC0aNxLwEjs4ugSWhEGEJO0g
https://quillette.com/2020/10/24/reflections-on-solzhenitsyns-harvard-address/?fbclid=IwAR1MfodnxGsVhCtC0lXibb3bpQ_56vMTU-oA5nTkCDrBxrDonumNUK9hDPk
https://www.theringer.com/2020/10/22/21528332/dunkin-donuts-spicy-ghost-pepper-donut-review?campaign_id=51&emc=edit_MBE_p_20201026&instance_id=23484&nl=morning-briefing&regi_id=72783384&section=whatElse&segment_id=42254&te=1&user_id=f13c035235eae5fa8fba2b09764118a5&fbclid=IwAR2qwwqglw_CpflsR-ewHCuYuT36-wJj8V7b1FNLOzwB-OJi5UNjzSMbM2Q
https://www.npr.org/2020/10/15/923411578/a-disturbing-twinkie-that-has-so-far-defied-science?utm_source=CB%20Insights%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=e1e8cd2db0-newsletter_general_Tues_20201027&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9dc0513989-e1e8cd2db0-93452181&fbclid=IwAR1ZyymN6zoGKOMbu5vey6FCxX-qLs8aDrbCcY1X8fwJYUeg8Mjb6FvuQ-o
https://decider.com/2020/10/28/guillermo-vilas-settling-the-score-on-netflix-stream-it-or-skip-it/?fbclid=IwAR1BNtWMMa5SbviRSCjCbQR07cjT5oEWVRmVfd-kTMTVlpVIHMidsX6EhTs
https://decider.com/2020/10/28/guillermo-vilas-settling-the-score-on-netflix-stream-it-or-skip-it/?fbclid=IwAR1BNtWMMa5SbviRSCjCbQR07cjT5oEWVRmVfd-kTMTVlpVIHMidsX6EhTs
https://www.bloomberg.com/amp/news/articles/2020-10-29/this-place-hasn-t-had-a-local-coronavirus-case-in-200-days?__twitter_impression=true&fbclid=IwAR1EAfypu7Cghf-k6vsQbXWA1Imq9wtJvpMJBmFQ7yVDkpcvBWnMnwDlU7M
https://unherd.com/2020/10/how-the-experts-messed-up-on-covid/?utm_source=Nature%20Briefing&utm_campaign=89122f7208-briefing-dy-20201028&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9dfd39373-89122f7208-44901289&fbclid=IwAR05o3zQYFcbyAWER7AOYELB_q8VVjm3SOCXHSqMW5wzuZsHDFGvLEtT9h8
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-brains/covids-cognitive-costs-some-patients-brains-may-age-10-years-idUSKBN27C1SG?mc_cid=2f7d8777f7&mc_eid=4adda160dc&fbclid=IwAR1EAfypu7Cghf-k6vsQbXWA1Imq9wtJvpMJBmFQ7yVDkpcvBWnMnwDlU7M
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/oct/10/continual-local-lockdowns-answer-covid-control?utm_campaign=wp_todays_worldview&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&wpisrc=nl_todayworld&fbclid=IwAR2qwwqglw_CpflsR-ewHCuYuT36-wJj8V7b1FNLOzwB-OJi5UNjzSMbM2Q
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)32007-9/fulltext?fbclid=IwAR12mRlxvaqylysPFAAtwMl10l1YXvaHF_MR3cx3r8hJNC317Y_D7whUVFw
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)32007-9/fulltext?fbclid=IwAR12mRlxvaqylysPFAAtwMl10l1YXvaHF_MR3cx3r8hJNC317Y_D7whUVFw
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2020/10/pandemic-safety-america/616858/?mc_cid=c0f7a5f8ce&mc_eid=4adda160dc&fbclid=IwAR3tNHulJHUlGGuDmOsJ-SwA5OCiTK-L0E1No_tMs6RInMcnERdsdR3We18
https://www.statnews.com/2020/10/27/akiko-iwasaki-profile-covid19-research-fighting-sexism-power-imbalances-science/?utm_source=Nature%20Briefing&utm_campaign=89122f7208-briefing-dy-20201028&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9dfd39373-89122f7208-44901289&fbclid=IwAR1XqquovdFOrV1rfqa5YGxL_0rNTAx3wOyRw8f-g9DM2b9CIpTGIda_s30
https://www.statnews.com/2020/10/27/akiko-iwasaki-profile-covid19-research-fighting-sexism-power-imbalances-science/?utm_source=Nature%20Briefing&utm_campaign=89122f7208-briefing-dy-20201028&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9dfd39373-89122f7208-44901289&fbclid=IwAR1XqquovdFOrV1rfqa5YGxL_0rNTAx3wOyRw8f-g9DM2b9CIpTGIda_s30
https://www.fiercebiotech.com/biotech/journey-colab-bags-3m-from-moonshot-fund-to-push-new-development-model-for-psychedelic?fbclid=IwAR3tWhgF6091US91fqCWMdbI62NYJbwn-gyAEdJDMGpQsRmlj1ueWlUAhok
https://www.fiercebiotech.com/biotech/journey-colab-bags-3m-from-moonshot-fund-to-push-new-development-model-for-psychedelic?fbclid=IwAR3tWhgF6091US91fqCWMdbI62NYJbwn-gyAEdJDMGpQsRmlj1ueWlUAhok
https://www.wsj.com/articles/tiny-brain-implants-hold-big-promise-for-immobilized-patients-11603882802?mc_cid=3a3ed5a190&mc_eid=4adda160dc&fbclid=IwAR35nhLBIrsNmrBBmTcoIUSdy5JZ8XOyuCUgQi_vPUdwdCRVK10yY6M0Gb4
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/animation-history-of-tesla-5-minutes/?fbclid=IwAR1XqquovdFOrV1rfqa5YGxL_0rNTAx3wOyRw8f-g9DM2b9CIpTGIda_s30
https://news.trust.org/item/20201023084555-c3jx2/?utm_campaign=new-land&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_source=topPicks&utm_content=link4&utm_contentItemId=20201023084555-c3jx2&fbclid=IwAR05o3zQYFcbyAWER7AOYELB_q8VVjm3SOCXHSqMW5wzuZsHDFGvLEtT9h8


Grow a hydroponic garden 

 

 
Rare green puppy 'Pistachio' born in Italy 

 

Birds with 20-foot wingspans once patrolled the skies of Antarctica 

 

Fix, or toss? The ‘Right to Repair’ movement gains ground 

 

Ketos raises $18 million to monitor drinking water quality with AI 

 

Ancient Maya built sophisticated water filters 

 
Finding homes for the waste that will (probably) outlive humanity 

 

Developing new companies 
Capital markets and asset management-views for the future 

 

All of the World’s money and markets in one visualization 

 

The business value of the blockchain 

 

Ant Group set to raise $34 Billion in World’s biggest I.P.O. 

 

Zoom is now worth more than Exxon Mobil 

 

Market definitions and tech monopolies 

 

Taking back our privacy. The story of Signal 

 

How to price your SaaS product 

 

 
3 ways tech is digitizing informal retail in India 

 

AR/VR/AI/Quantum Computing/IoT 
Google marks International Space Station's 20th anniversary with AR walk-through 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/24/at-home/grow-a-hydroponic-garden.html?campaign_id=51&emc=edit_MBE_p_20201026&instance_id=23484&nl=morning-briefing&regi_id=72783384&section=aBreak&segment_id=42254&te=1&user_id=f13c035235eae5fa8fba2b09764118a5&fbclid=IwAR03DYsL5KijA_SWnu8SFqS6NMndY_rPaap2x0Eg-82ET0KlJV3SF4IQsjw
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-54650901?fbclid=IwAR1qslyYPefVma7q-mBys_ycpp4C2yjCtFncIzfrXE8lZOJ59ZP5417czQM
https://gizmodo.com/birds-with-20-foot-wingspans-once-patrolled-the-skies-o-1845509244?fbclid=IwAR0xg4lZggfW1-Xwjb36p2Ho1tPaccNSMEN0N95v94MO42KJWCj6PD3Q_cM
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/23/climate/right-to-repair.html?fbclid=IwAR36g0wZjFTYKuTlz8UgS6qm1kJ6F_uv9rNgAVVaOLa_db7esoSV35a4f58
https://venturebeat.com/2020/10/26/ketos-raises-18-million-to-monitor-drinking-water-quality-with-ai/amp/?__twitter_impression=true&fbclid=IwAR0xRLl9ZhgIkqjzaRqUs85wwJ7uYZyTwfyxKMvuI0Xu61rwNV_FVWa9BGo
https://www.uc.edu/news/articles/2020/10/uc-archaeologists-discover-sophisticated-water-filters-in-ancient-maya-city.html?fbclid=IwAR36g0wZjFTYKuTlz8UgS6qm1kJ6F_uv9rNgAVVaOLa_db7esoSV35a4f58
https://www.technologyreview.com/2020/10/21/1009450/future-of-nuclear-waste-storage-america/?truid=6c5e324879e4d30bc1d49c6de1dcab55&utm_source=the_download&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=the_download.unpaid.engagement&utm_term=non-subs&utm_content=10-29-2020&mc_cid=3a3ed5a190&mc_eid=4adda160dc&fbclid=IwAR3K8h0046KfSElFY41BR5G8nlQAcjwBNlJ7eTPISafwj_GWXPx4HTnlEBA
http://www.middlegamevc.com/blog/capital-markets-asset-management-views
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/all-of-the-worlds-money-and-markets-in-one-visualization-2020/?fbclid=IwAR35WSdX7rVaW-TDqhC-SoCHHnZTRSlt1rFOvg3faTphVC7ZfOv_EdCayKc
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/business-value-blockchain/?fbclid=IwAR22I2sx4vFWOT6WbVChb999brQahLWTk7Nof00o2rsGDfZJWfVFiaQPw1s
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/26/technology/ant-group-ipo-valuation.html?campaign_id=51&emc=edit_MBE_p_20201027&instance_id=23519&nl=morning-briefing&regi_id=72783384&section=whatElse&segment_id=42382&te=1&user_id=f13c035235eae5fa8fba2b09764118a5&fbclid=IwAR05o3zQYFcbyAWER7AOYELB_q8VVjm3SOCXHSqMW5wzuZsHDFGvLEtT9h8
https://www.forbes.com/sites/sergeiklebnikov/2020/10/29/zoom-is-now-worth-more-than-exxonmobil-and-founder-eric-yuans-net-worth-has-nearly-doubled-in-three-months/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dailydozen&cdlcid=5d127e7f1802c8c52434434d&fbclid=IwAR1x-u9o0kzHIwfbv6tnt6Ec07VIOZ3ZNFsAOz9AfUlI9IVeXkFSbLS5vsM&sh=42e752d31002
https://www.ben-evans.com/benedictevans/2020/10/31/market-definitions-and-tech-monopolies?fbclid=IwAR2pITgF0Aslx-n6VG8LSBGoPHE8Es53k3kLgLLrtDbfBix6v9zJc5mAKuY
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/10/26/taking-back-our-privacy?utm_source=Benedict%27s%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=7b2d142758-Benedict%27s%20newsletter%20free&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4999ca107f-7b2d142758-70838889&fbclid=IwAR1BNtWMMa5SbviRSCjCbQR07cjT5oEWVRmVfd-kTMTVlpVIHMidsX6EhTs
https://www.lennyrachitsky.com/p/saas-pricing-strategy?token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjo2MzIzMTM5LCJwb3N0X2lkIjoxMzkwNTQ3NiwiXyI6Im1CYytrIiwiaWF0IjoxNjAzODEyNzU0LCJleHAiOjE2MDM4MTYzNTQsImlzcyI6InB1Yi0xMDg0NSIsInN1YiI6InBvc3QtcmVhY3Rpb24ifQ.sHjKhUhC5eoacQQGnfr6WNvZsgtx7bbTTNWcLS1ZiQ0&fbclid=IwAR1I7BXqrH-JCMcLmnXKmr-NCU-ZvoyTLzIhT968pE-kQkRX8e-Pz7lFrDI
https://www.cbinsights.com/research/tech-digitizing-informal-retail-india/?utm_source=CB%20Insights%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=031edff904-newsletter_general_Wed_20201028&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9dc0513989-031edff904-93452181&fbclid=IwAR1EAfypu7Cghf-k6vsQbXWA1Imq9wtJvpMJBmFQ7yVDkpcvBWnMnwDlU7M
https://www.cnet.com/news/google-and-nasa-celebrate-iss-with-new-ar-walk-through-puzzle-images/?mc_cid=6fb48796ba&mc_eid=4adda160dc&fbclid=IwAR322cndIlUORCTdMBEdO7dlLk3KMYMznYyo8EZLsSkUZPevh8CZdQNvDKs


New K-pop girl group Aespa features human and virtual members 

 

This Harvard Professor and his students have raised $14 Million to make AI too smart to be 

fooled by hackers 

 

Photoshop: Now the world’s most advanced AI application for creatives 

 

How I used GPT-3 to hit Hacker News front page 5 times in 3 weeks 

 

The next generation of AI: Part 1; and Part 2 

 

AI has cracked a key mathematical puzzle for understanding our world... 
Partial differential equations … 

 

Far out 
The second decade of synthetic biology 

 
Can lab grown brains become conscious? 

 

 
Physicists 3D print a boat that could sail down a human hair 

 

 
Microsoft Teams is getting fake coffee shops, breakout rooms, and custom layouts 

 

 
Six mythical creatures that are actually real 

 

Shut up! I am manifesting. “Manifesting,” or the practice of thinking aspirational thoughts with the 

purpose of making them real, has never been more popular. 

 

Teens are using Mario Kart music to finish last-minute homework 

 

How bitcoin powered the largest Nigerian protests in a generation 

 

Sweet-talking CEOs are starting to outsmart the robot analysts. Executives are adapting their 

language to fit the parameters of text parsing algorithms. 

 

Can too many brainy people be a dangerous thing? 

 

https://www.scmp.com/lifestyle/k-pop/news/article/3107417/new-k-pop-girl-group-aespa-red-velvet-managers-sm?fbclid=IwAR3tWhgF6091US91fqCWMdbI62NYJbwn-gyAEdJDMGpQsRmlj1ueWlUAhok
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kenrickcai/2020/10/21/robust-intelligence-adversarial-machine-learning-series-a-sequoia/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dailydozen&cdlcid=5d127e7f1802c8c52434434d&fbclid=IwAR12mRlxvaqylysPFAAtwMl10l1YXvaHF_MR3cx3r8hJNC317Y_D7whUVFw&sh=242bd066457a
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kenrickcai/2020/10/21/robust-intelligence-adversarial-machine-learning-series-a-sequoia/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dailydozen&cdlcid=5d127e7f1802c8c52434434d&fbclid=IwAR12mRlxvaqylysPFAAtwMl10l1YXvaHF_MR3cx3r8hJNC317Y_D7whUVFw&sh=242bd066457a
https://blog.adobe.com/en/2020/10/20/photoshop-the-worlds-most-advanced-ai-application-for-creatives.html?utm_source=Benedict%27s%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=7b2d142758-Benedict%27s%20newsletter%20free&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4999ca107f-7b2d142758-70838889&fbclid=IwAR1wE7CHNRWW1aBT7K2z-NSmugWSj1-HvvD4u4ncXL1iY5R355vWpwQ8FJU#gs.jjww5f
https://vasilishynkarenka.com/gpt-3/amp/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/robtoews/2020/10/12/the-next-generation-of-artificial-intelligence/?sh=6909bd2c59eb&fbclid=IwAR1NQ8o3GrWo2qxpp6dMjZdkIO-krlJ3rrPtgOiqtGxCdLQZv0IYO91Payk
https://www.forbes.com/sites/robtoews/2020/10/29/the-next-generation-of-artificial-intelligence-part-2/?utm_source=TWITTER&utm_medium=social&utm_content=4024185807&utm_campaign=sprinklrForbesTechTwitter&sh=59fbb0847a30&fbclid=IwAR0OBRHuFE0GAwmVXUlpquttea20D7s4yCh0-BXkmv6Lyvr2cgBZm1Zk3Zw
https://www.technologyreview.com/2020/10/30/1011435/ai-fourier-neural-network-cracks-navier-stokes-and-partial-differential-equations/?truid=6c5e324879e4d30bc1d49c6de1dcab55&utm_source=the_download&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=the_download.unpaid.engagement&utm_term=non-subs&utm_content=10-30-2020&mc_cid=6fb48796ba&mc_eid=4adda160dc&fbclid=IwAR34eLPzuzQKj4Q-N4y3XhNcRWRV5irNRJPCkBvBM7nwJfRqJq36R4HjnNE
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-020-19092-2
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02986-y?mc_cid=2f7d8777f7&mc_eid=4adda160dc&fbclid=IwAR35nhLBIrsNmrBBmTcoIUSdy5JZ8XOyuCUgQi_vPUdwdCRVK10yY6M0Gb4
https://gizmodo.com/physicists-3d-print-a-boat-that-could-sail-down-a-human-1845466040?fbclid=IwAR22I2sx4vFWOT6WbVChb999brQahLWTk7Nof00o2rsGDfZJWfVFiaQPw1s
https://www.theverge.com/2020/9/22/21450502/microsoft-teams-together-mode-breakout-rooms-custom-layouts-features?fbclid=IwAR1x-u9o0kzHIwfbv6tnt6Ec07VIOZ3ZNFsAOz9AfUlI9IVeXkFSbLS5vsM
https://medium.com/exploring-history/six-mythical-creatures-that-are-actually-real-b29dde8927a7
https://www.vox.com/the-goods/21524975/manifesting-does-it-really-work-meme?mc_cid=ba1f4a063b&mc_eid=4adda160dc&fbclid=IwAR3tNHulJHUlGGuDmOsJ-SwA5OCiTK-L0E1No_tMs6RInMcnERdsdR3We18
https://www.polygon.com/2020/10/26/21534379/mario-kart-music-homework-studying-nintendo-spotify-super-star-coconut-mall-switch-teens-college?fbclid=IwAR1CkEFR866gXXzfJ0WbWQn6aHuBhYPosqO7tEEWxyok4EBrUhg9welyGiQ
https://qz.com/africa/1922466/how-bitcoin-powered-nigerias-endsars-protests/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=daily-brief&utm_content=10055884&fbclid=IwAR0xRLl9ZhgIkqjzaRqUs85wwJ7uYZyTwfyxKMvuI0Xu61rwNV_FVWa9BGo
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-10-20/sweet-talking-ceos-are-starting-to-outsmart-the-robot-analysts
https://www.economist.com/finance-and-economics/2020/10/24/can-too-many-brainy-people-be-a-dangerous-thing?utm_campaign=the-economist-today&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_source=salesforce-marketing-cloud&utm_term=2020-10-27&utm_content=article-link-3&etear=nl_today_3&fbclid=IwAR36g0wZjFTYKuTlz8UgS6qm1kJ6F_uv9rNgAVVaOLa_db7esoSV35a4f58

